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FotoFax is the monthly newsletter of the Northern Virginia Photographic 
Society FotoFax is published monthly September through May.  
 
The most recent issue of FotoFax can be found at: Current FotoFax. Past issues 
can be found at: FotoFax Archives. 
 
All content within FotoFax is Copyright NVPS and may not be used without 
express written permission from NVPS. 
 
NVPS members wishing to write articles, provide content, announce awards 
they have received or communicate shows in which they have images should 
write to the FotoFax Editor. 
 
Sidney N. Stone 
Editor 

Gitta Smith’s hot air balloon image graces FotoFax’s front-page this month. 
She created the image on the NVPS October Field Trip to the Flying Circus 
and Hot Air Balloon Festival. 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/main/docs/fotofax/2020/latest_edition.pdf
http://nvps.org/home/472-2/
mailto:editor-2020@nvps.org
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NVPS Club Calendar 

 
NVPS conducts meetings every Tuesday evening from September through May, 
followed by the End-of-Year Banquet the first Friday of June. In addition to weekly 
meetings a field trip is schedule once a month.  
 
Here are the current NVPS meetings and events for the next three months. Please 
check the NVPS calendar on the website for up-to-date information at: Calendar. 
 
 
Day Activity Description 

NOVEMBER 2020 

3 Program Joe Rossbach – Make the Ordinary Extraordinary 

7 MAPV Mid-Atlantic Photo Visions – Lecture & Awards Presentation 

10 E&T Anonymous Critique: Kathryn Mohrman and Stan Bysshe 

14 Field Trip Great Falls, MD 

17 Competition Judge: Mollie Issacs – No Theme 

24 Member’s 
Gallery Print 

Jerri McDermott - Bears of Brook Falls 

24 Member’s 
Gallery - Digital 

Lynn Cates - America the Beautiful 

24 Member’s Forum Sidney N. Stone - GoWest Road Trip 

DECEMBER 2020 
1 Program Marie Joabar - How to Shoot the Moon, Fireworks, Waterfalls, and Snow 
8 E&T Bill Corbett - Bird Photography 
4 Field Trip Old Town Alexandria Street Photography & Holiday Lights 

15 Competition Judge: Jennifer King – Theme: Fall Harvest 
22 Member’s Gallery 

Print 
Judy Graham – Memories of Greenland 

22 Member’s Gallery 
- Digital 

Bill Corbett – Travels in Postwar Cambodia & Vietnam – Part II 

22 Member’s Forum Kevin Linde – Cruising the Southern Caribbean 
29 No Meeting Holiday Week - Celebrate 

JANUARY 2021 

5 Program Emily Carter Mitchell - Unique and Creative Techniques to 
Photography 

12 E&T Mike Whelan –Abstract Photography 
19 Competition Judge: TBA – No Theme 
26 Member’s Gallery 

Print 
Sidney N. Stone - Retrospective 

26 Member’s Gallery 
- Digital 

Kathryn Mohrman - TBA 

26 Member’s Forum TBA 

President’s Message  

http://www.nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/home/events/month/
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Fall is a great season for capturing color and mood.   
Although we have to be more careful this year 
because of Covid-19, we can still go outside before 
winter’s chill, and we can still appreciate the long 
shadows and muted shades that November brings.   
 
As of this writing we begin the month with Joe 
Rossbach’s presentation, “Make the Ordinary 
Extraordinary.”  In addition to being a nature and 
landscape photographer, Joe is the co-author with 

Ian Plant of “50 Amazing Things You Must See and Do in the Greater DC Area.”  That 
might come in handy now that long-distance travel is a bit more problematic. 
 
For several years we have supported Nature Visions, which has been renamed Mid-
Atlantic Photo Visions (MAPV).  This year’s virtual sessions, led by Rick Sammon and 
Kristi Odom, will be held on November 7th, along with the awards ceremony for 
Nature, Photo Art and Youth competitions. More information can be found at Mid-
Atlantic Photo Visions. Voting for the People’s Choice Awards is now open.    
  
Our first Anonymous Critique will be held in November, and we have two of our most 
experienced photographers, Stan Bysshe and Kathryn Mohrman, leading the session.  
Anonymous critiques are among the most valuable learning opportunities we offer, 
particularly for members who want to learn how to improve their images but prefer 
not to enter competitions. 
 
Our November Field Trip will be to nearby Great Falls, Maryland.   It is hard to take a 
bad picture of Great Falls (although I have managed several) and it is a good location 
for maintaining appropriate social distancing, practicing what we learned from Lynn 
Cates’ presentation on water photography and working a variety of angles and 
perspectives of a single subject. 
 
The competition in November will be judged by Mollie Isaacs, who was our Programs 
speaker in October.  Although there is no theme, remember that we have revised the 
rules of competition for this year only, and have included the revised rules on the 
website.  To find them go to the Home page and select Activities and then 
Competitions.  Please review the rules carefully before you submit your images. 
 
We will conclude the month with two Members Galleries – “Bears of Brook Falls” by 
Jerri McDermott and “America the Beautiful” by Lynn Cates – and a Members Forum, 
“GoWest Roadtrip” by Sidney Stone.   
 
I look forward to seeing you at the November meeting.  Stay safe and well. 
 
Ron Taylor 
NVPS President  

http://www.nvps.org/
http://naturevisions.org/
http://naturevisions.org/
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2020-2021 

From the Editor 

 
 

Welcome to the November 2020 issue of FotoFax.  
 
October saw an exciting array of Tuesday evenings at NVPS. 
While we can’t physically enjoy the socialization at the Fire 
Station, meeting via Zoom does keep us in contact with one 
another on a weekly basis. And it permits us to participate 
from wherever we may be at the time. Personally I’ve been 
participating from Photoworks at Glen Echo where I’ve been 
using the open darkroom to process film and print pictures 
“the old fashioned” way. The dark and the smell of 
chemicals, both in the air and on my fingers, bring back 
memories of working with my father in his kitchen 

darkroom.  
 
Speaking of Glen Echo, Photoworks offers in-person and virtual photography classes. 
Plus one Sunday a month they offer a Coffee and Critique. You can bring photos for 
informal feedback by a Photoworks faculty member, or just attend to take part in a 
lively and thoughtful conversation about fresh work from fellow photographers. The 

event is always free. It’s a great way to get feedback on your work and meet others 
who are passionate about photography. More information on Photoworks can be 
found at Photoworks. 
 
October’s Field Trip to the Flying Circus and Hot Air Balloon Festival was a roaring 
success. We’ve included some images made by club members. Tammy and Steve are 
hosting a Field Trip to the Maryland side of Great Falls in November. Not only can 
you photograph the falls from “the other side” you can also meander along the C&O 
Canal and envision barges carrying good from Cumberland, Maryland to DC and vice-
versa. The park is one of my favorite places to visit. And here is a little plug for food 
and beverages after exercising your legs and shutter finger. Visit Old Angler’s Inn on 
McArthur Boulevard. You can sit outside, relax and chat in their beer garden. Old 
Angler's Inn. 
 
In this issue Tom Schum tells about photographing local creeks and streams close to 
home highlighting Four Mile Run in Arlington as we continue our Close to Home 
series. 
 
The holiday season is approaching and it is time to think about gifts. This year 
consider making a custom calendar. While you can go to places life VistaPrint to 
make a calendar John Krout offers an alternative showing us how to make a custom 
calendar right at home.  
 

http://www.nvps.org/
https://glenechophotoworks.org/
https://oldanglersinn.com/
https://oldanglersinn.com/
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Let me end this month by congratulating the many NVPS members who had images 
accepted in this year’s Mid-Atlantic Photo Visions competition. This year saw an 
increase in the number of images submitted along with an expansion of the genres in 
the Fine Art category. The expansion was done as MAPV looks to expand to include 
more genres of photography to attract more photographers to the annual event. 
More about MAPV can be found later in this issue. 
 
Finally, these are challenging times for our health and well-being – both physically 
and mentally. Get outside and take pictures. Just remember to wear your mask and 
social distance. Checking out the NVPS Social Facebook page you will see many of our 
members are pushing the shutter button. Thanks for the postings and inspiration you 
give us. But please also pay attention to your mental health. If you are feeling 
stressed, depressed, melancholy reach out for help. We’re all in this together and 
together we can get to the end of the tunnel. 
 
Are there topics you would like to see written about in FotoFax? Would you like to 
write an article? Let me know by writing to FotoFax Editor. 
 
See you Tuesday evenings on Zoom. 
 
Stay Well & Safe, 
Sidney 

NVPS Programs 

November 3, 2020 – Joe Rossbach – From Ordinary to 

Extraordinary 

 
Join NVPS on Tuesday November 3rd for Joseph 
Rossbach’s talk: Make the Ordinary the Extraordinary. 
 
Joseph Rossbach’s quest as a landscape and nature 
photographer is to showcase wild, beautiful and 
unique natural locations and to use his creative vision 
to capture those landscapes in high quality and 
evocative images which inspire awe in the viewer, 

respect for the natural world and ultimately a greater appreciation of wilderness and 
wilderness preservation.  
 
Joe’s images have been published hundreds of times and he has co-authored two 
books on nature photography: The Ultimate Guide to Digital Nature Photography 
(Mountain Trail Press) and 50 Amazing Things You Must See and Do in the Greater 
D.C. Area: The Ultimate Outdoor Adventure Guide (Mountain Trail Press).  
 

http://www.nvps.org/
mailto:editor-2020@nvps.org.
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Even though Joe lives in the Metro DC area, he spends an average of 180 days a year 
in the field chasing the light and leading photography workshops and tours in the US 
and abroad. He also teaches online classes on the art of nature and landscape 
photography through ShutterMonkeys. 
 
In this presentation, Joe will present one image only and take us on a deep dive into 
the production of the image. From planning and travel to scouting on location, Joe 
will discuss how he found a shot like this, what it takes to get there and how you can 
use tools like the Photographers Ephemeris and Google maps to help you be in the 
right place at the right time.  
 
Then Joe will discuss what he did in the field to achieve the best composition, light 
and selection of equipment to make the image. The shot he will be presenting 
required focus stacking to achieve an angle of view not available through traditional 
means. Joe will lead us through the process of how to properly focus stack the image 
in camera.  
 
After getting the shot, he will discuss processing in both Adobe Lightroom and 
Photoshop. Joe will explain how he preps the images in the raw convert, making 
changes to exposure, color and sharpening, before bringing the images into 
Photoshop to focus stack the image. Also in Photoshop, Joe will talk about how he 
uses luminosity masks and a variety of techniques including dodging and burning. 
 
 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
https://www.shuttermonkeys.com/
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http://www.nvps.org/
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http://www.nvps.org/
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December 1, 2020 – Marie Joabar – How to Shoot the Moon, 

Fireworks, Waterfalls and Snow 
 

Marie Joabar from the Capital Photography Center will present 
How to shoot the Moon, Fireworks, Waterfalls and Snow at 
NVPS’s December 1st program meeting.  
 
Marie Joabar has been immersed in photography and 
photography education for more than 20 years and is passionate 
about sharing her knowledge about photography, cameras and 
digital technology with others. 
 
Whether she’s teaching photography, helping one better 
understand their camera or “see” better compositions, she 

works to build one’s confidence and take away the intimidation and sense of 
overwhelming that often accompanies learning new things. She finds just the right 
way to take complicated concepts and explain them in a logical, easy to understand 
way. 
 
Marie founded Capital Photography Center in January 2012 to help those with a love 
of photography grow their skills and reach their goals - be it to capture better 
snapshots or become a professional photographer. To this end, her company offers a 
wide variety of photography classes taught by professional photographers and 
renowned photographic educators where amateurs, hobbyists and professionals can 
learn about the areas of photography suited to their interests and experience level.  
 
In addition to running her business and teaching, Marie finds time to enjoy her own 
photography and loves capturing people - both candid and posed, country 
landscapes, and dynamic cityscapes, especially at nighttime.  Her travels have given 
her the opportunity to photograph in Venice, Tuscany, London, New York and 
various other locations in the United States.  Her work can be viewed on her website 
at Marie Joabar Photographs 
 
Originally from Michigan, Marie has lived in Alexandria, Virginia (outside of 
Washington DC) for the past 30+ years with her husband.  
 
There are certain subjects that can be difficult to expose well such as the moon and 
snow. Marie will cover how to get proper exposures of each and will share tips to 
craft exciting shots of these subjects.  
 
Marie will also cover tips and techniques for capturing waterfalls as a silky flow and 
will cover the tools that make it easier to be more creative. She’ll also discuss how to 
freeze the fireworks display and capture it with multiple bursts in one frame.  
 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://capitalphotographycenter.com/
http://www.mariejoabar.com/
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January 1, 2021 – Emily Carter Mitchell – Unique and 

Creative Techniques to Photography 

 
Emily Carter Mitchell will be our program speaker on 
January 5th presenting Unique and Creative 
Techniques to Photography.  
 
Emily is an award winning and published nature and 
wildlife photographer based in Annapolis, Maryland. 
Her work has been included in numerous juried art 
shows, local newspapers, magazines, books and 

smart device apps.  With a corporate background in Human Resources and extensive 
years in the travel and hospitality industry, she holds a Master’s Degree in Global 
Management.  
 
Her photographic journey began when she was a teenager and she has always 
enjoyed photography as a way of connecting to the world around her. Through her 
work Nature as Art she brings a creative interpretation of the natural world and her 
images express a sense of serenity with profound stillness and ethereal attributes. 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
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Emily’s passion of photography is shared with others through her nature and wildlife 
photography classes for Capital Photography Center based in the Metro DC area 
(Capital Photography Center 
 
Emily Carter Mitchell will introduce the concepts of “Unique and Creative Techniques 
to Photography” using a variety of methods to capturing an image that is beyond 
what the eye naturally sees.   
 
The idea is to create something with a different feeling and unique perspective using 
tools in your ‘creative kit.’ She will discuss what might be included in this creative kit 
from in-camera techniques, Lensbaby lenses, and additional toys one can play with 
for any camera system. 
 
Let’s all get out of the box, release our creative nature and have some fun! 
 
Emily’s website and contact information follows: 
 
Emily Carter Mitchell ~ Nature as Art 
NatureasArt.myportfolio.com 
Emilymitchellphotography.com/services 
 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/NatureAsArtPhotography 
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/nature.as_art/ 
  https://www.instagram.com/emily_carter_mitchell/ 
Flickr:  https://www.flickr.com/photos/bellaremyphotography/ 
 

 

 

 

http://www.nvps.org/
https://capitalphotographycenter.com/).
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NVPS Competitions 

 
The third Tuesday of each month is Competition Night. Members can submit digital 
color images and monochrome digital images into the competition. During the year 
NVPS conducts nine (9) competitions. Three competitions have themes; five (5) have 
no themes; and one (Oldies) permits images made outside the three-year limit 
applicable to the other 8 competitions (please note the change from the 2 year to 3 
year time limit was made due to the covid-19 modification made for the 2020-2021 
competitions).  
 
The covid-19 pandemic has forced NVPS to modify competition rules for the 2020-
2021 calendar year. Please read this article on the website to ensure you understand 
the current competition rules: NVPS COVID Competition Changes 
 
Complete completion information can be found at: NVPS Competitions. Have 
questions? Write Competition VP. 
 

November 17, 2020 No Theme Competition – Judged by Mollie 

Issacs 

 
Mollie Issacs returns to NVPS to judge our November competition. 
 

Mollie Issacs is a professional photographer specializing in nature, 
wildlife, abstracts and flower photography. She runs Awake the 
Light Photo Workshops and Tours, leading educational and 
inspirational photo workshops across the country and around the 
world. Mollie loves sharing her passion for photography with 
others. 
 
Early in her career Mollie studied with Ansel Adams and Joyce 
Tenneson. Her work is in the Permanent Collection of the 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/home/rules-of-competition-for-2020-2021-including-temporary-changes-due-to-covid/
http://nvps.org/home/competition/
mailto:competitions-2020@nvps.org
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International Photography Hall of Fame. She has been exhibited at Epcot Center in 
Disney Work and Grand Central Station In New York City. Mollie is a 15-time winner 
of the Kodak Gallery Award, considered by some to be the “Oscar of Photography”. 
 
In addition to photographing nature and wildlife, Mollie is a portrait photographer. 
She is honored to have photographed many famous faces including Meryl Streep, jazz 
musician Wynton Marsalis, the late Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia, actor Gary 
Busey, former Virginia Governor L. Douglas Wilder, and many other notables and 
dignitaries.  
 
Mollie has authored a coffee table photography book plus educational photography 
e-books.  

December 15,2020 – Themed Competition – Fall Harvest – 

Judge by Jennifer King 

 
The theme for the December competition is Fall Harvest. Farms to Farmers Markets. 
A colorful time of year when produce is being farmed and sold. Land crops only, to 
reflect the colors. or work gathering and selling the fall harvest.  
 
Jennifer King will join us to judge the competition. 

 
Jennifer King is an internationally acclaimed landscape and nature 

photographer with a passion for teaching and inspiring 

photographers around the world. Jennifer draws on her fine art 

and design background to bring a fresh perspective to nature 

photography. Her ability to teach composition and inspire 

creativity is unmatched. 

 

Jennifer was named 1 of 15 Amazing Women to Follow by 500px 

 

Jennifer is the Founder of PHOTOGRAPHY for the FIGHT AGAINST BREAST 

CANCER (pfabc.org), an industry wide organization bringing together the biggest names 

in photography to raise money for breast cancer research. 

 

She is represented by the: Adobe, Singh-Ray, Prana Influencer, Think Tank 

Photo,Mindshift Gear, and Pixpa. 

 

You can find her photography, video tutorials and interviews in Outdoor Photographer 

Magazine, Outdoor Photography Guide, Camera in the Wild, Photography Talk, Smoky 

Mountains Journal of Photography, SouthxSoutheast, Our State Magazine, VIA Magazine 

and more! 

 

Jennifer speaks at many yearly photographic summits such as NANPA, CNPA, Nature 

Visions, MoNEP, and NECCC.  

 

http://www.nvps.org/
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You can find out more about Jennifer at Jennifer King Photo. 

October 20, 2020 – Competition Results  

 
October saw the first NVPS 2020-2021 Themed Competition year. The theme was A 
Musician where the subject must be singular; it may be in a group but DOF, 
processing etc. should make it obvious that all attention is on one individual. Subjects 
are confined just to humans! Many thanks to Brenda Tharp for the nice job he did 
judging from her home in Santa Rose, CA. 

  
Congratulations to the award winners in the NVPS October 2020 Themed 
Competition.  
 
Here’s a summary of the images submitted and awards given in the competition.  

 
Class & Category Images Submitted Number of Awards 

Novice Color 19 5 
Intermediate Color 25 7 
Advanced Color 30 8 
Novice Monochrome 16 4 
Intermediate Monochrome 23 6 
Advanced Monochrome 27 7 

 
Here are the competition results. You can view all the winning images on the NVPS 
website at October 2020 Competition Winning Images. 
 
Award Person Image Name 

NOVICE COLOR IMAGES 

 
1st Colena Turner You Go Girl 
2nd George Bradshaw Ted Garber At Jammin Java 
3rd Gitta Smith Golden Sax 
  

http://www.nvps.org/
https://www.jenniferkingphoto.com/
https://nvps.smugmug.com/NVPSGallery/Monthly-Competition-Winners
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INTERMEDIATE COLOR IMAGES 

 
1st Kevin Linde Colorful Drummer 
2nd Don Little Anna Playing Al Fresco 
3rd Len Johnson Italian Accordion Player 
HM Kacy Turner Streets of Dublin 

 
 
 
 

 
ADVANCED COLOR IMAGES 

 
1st Kimxuan Nguyen Siglo At The Bliss 
2nd Judy Guenther San Tribal Music 
3rd Stan Bysshe Piper 
HM Mike Whalen Playing The Blues 
  

http://www.nvps.org/
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NOVICE MONOCHROME IMAGES 

 
1st Jennifer Kang Bass 
2nd Colena Turner Everybody . . . Let The Good Times Roll 

 
 
 
 
 

INTERMEDIATE MONOCHROME IMAGES 

 
1st Eric Hansen End Of Day 
2nd John Murray C Major 
3rd Valerie Short Joyful Solitude 
  

http://www.nvps.org/
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ADVANCED MONOCHROME IMAGES 

 
1st Judy Guenther Backyard Jam Session 
2nd Mike Whalen Back To The Future 
3rd Stan Bysshe One Note 
 

Education& Training 

November 10, 2020 – Kathryn Mohrman & Stan Bysshe – 

Anonymous Critique 
 

Our November E&T Tuesday will be an Anonymous Critique 
conducted by Kathryn Mohrman and Stan Bysshe.  Take this 
opportunity to get feedback on your images. Submit images 
you are using new software to process; images you like but 
feel need just a little help, or images you may consider for a 
competition. The sole purpose of anonymous critique is to 
help you grow as a photographer.  You will not be identified 
unless you choose to make comments or ask questions 
about your images.  
 
The firm deadline for image 
submission is 6 p.m. on Monday, 

November 2, 2020, to allow time for our computer team 
to anonymize the images and for Kathryn and Stan to 
review them before the November 10 meeting.   
 
You can submit up to three images.  Please prioritize them 

http://www.nvps.org/
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by naming them as follows: number title, where number is 1, 2, or 3, followed by an 
underscore and anything you’d like for a title. For example, “1_Red House on the 
Prairie.” Putting the number first will allow us to sort the images so that at least one 
image from every photographer is critiqued.  Beyond that, Kathryn and Stan will 
critique as many images as time allows. 
 
Please submit your images to critique-2020@nvps.org, sized the same as for 
competition:  jpeg images with a maximum of 1400 pixels wide and 1050 pixels high 
(vertical shots have the same 1050 pixel height requirement), sRGB workspace. We 
recommend your jpeg images be 127 pixels per inch (PPI, sometimes called dots per 
inch or DPI) or less (e.g., 127, 96 or 72 PPI) for best results on Zoom.  If you send the 
images from Mac mail, please select the “actual size” option from the “image size” 
menu in the upper right corner. 
 
Questions?  Please contact the Education and Training Coordinator, Eva Lanyi, at 
education-2020@nvps.org. 

December 15, 2020 – Bill Corbett – Bird Photography 
 
Bill Corbett will be our December Education & Training presenter talking about Bird 
Photography. Bird photography is for everyone interested in the wildlife, beauty, 
and light that can be found just outside your kitchen window or far beyond.  Bill’s 
presentation will detail photography of birds at rest and in flight. His talk is geared to 
all levels of interest and photography expertise - from beginner to advanced.  
 
Bill’s illustrated presentation will cover five topics: Equipment, Exposure, Autofocus, 
Craft, and Setups. Each will be discussed in terms of the basics and how to move up a 
learning curve. 
 

• Equipment:  From using a point and shoot superzoom to handling big glass 
on a gimbal head. 

• Exposure:  Three words -- Shoot in manual.  Three more words -- Expose for 
highlights.   

• Autofocus:  Luck favors the prepared.  "Spray and pray" favors those who 
know and use various features offered by their camera's autofocus.   

• Craft:  "Sun and wind behind" is one of a number of well-known strategies for 
bird photographers to arrive at better opportunities, and to come away with 
better images. 

• Setups:  Feeders + flashes = fun. 
 
Here are some of Bill’s fabulous bird images. 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
mailto:education-2020@nvps.org
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January 12, 2021 – Mike Whalen – Abstract Photography 
 
Most photography is based on capturing real, easily recognizable 
subjects such as a persons, places, or things. Abstract photography is 
different. It focuses on finding simple elements such as shapes, forms, 
lines, textures, tones, patterns, and colors. These elements can be found 
everywhere, and typically, can be small visual pieces of physical objects. 
Distortions from reflections or looking thru textured glass can also 
produce interesting abstract effects. 
 
This presentation will show examples of abstract and semi-abstract images and how 
they were created, mostly in-camera, plus a few generated from post-processing in 
Photoshop. 
 
These references provide tips on creating abstract images: 

• Abstract Photography for Beginners: 9 Tips for Capturing Stunning Abstract 
Images 

• 35 Abstract Photography Tips and Ideas 
• The Complete Guide to Abstract Photography: 112 Tips 

 
As a teen, Mike learned a few basic photo tips from his father, an artist and 
photographer. He dabbled with film cameras in the 80’s and 90’s, and after that, 

http://www.nvps.org/
https://www.adorama.com/alc/abstract-photography-for-beginners-9-tips-for-capturing-stunning-abstract-images
https://www.adorama.com/alc/abstract-photography-for-beginners-9-tips-for-capturing-stunning-abstract-images
https://photographylife.com/abstract-photography-tips-and-ideas#once-you-remove-the-subject-whats-left
https://expertphotography.com/complete-guide-abstract-photography-112-tips/
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played with several digital point-and-shoots.  However, his interest became more 
passionate after purchasing a basic DSLR in 2006. 
 
Mike joined NVPS in 2009 after learning about the club from fellow member, Willa 
Friedman. He held board positions from 2010 to the present, including President in 
2013. He received several distinguished service awards and many competition 
awards thru the years.  
 
Before COVID, Mike volunteered weekly as a pet photographer for the Fairfax County 
Animal Shelter and, and as an event photographer for charitable organizations such 
as: The National Ovarian Cancer Coalition and The Epilepsy Foundation of America. 
 
Mike says that joining NVPS was a most important step in furthering his love of 
photography.  
 
Here are a few examples of abstract images. 
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Members Gallery 

November 24, 2020 – Print – Jerri McDermott – Bears of 

Brook Falls 
 

Given a blank sheet of paper in elementary school with 
an assignment to draw something terrified Jerri as she 
could never come up with something original. Then in 
seventh grade she took the art elective that opened 
composition, rule of thirds, perspective, color wheels, 
light, shadow, and how to make something uniquely 
mine.  Since her teenage years she explored various 
forms of needlework and quilting playing with patterns 

and color combinations. All of this helped her as she took up photography seriously 
as she approached retirement from teaching and work as a school librarian. 
 

 
 
Jerri attended college at East Stroudsburg State University and worked in the 
Poconos but never really had the time or money to vacation or explore the area. 
When a friend found a John Barkley trip to the Poconos, she signed up hoping to 
learn the basics of using a digital camera.  Though the camera she borrowed for the 
class had a broken metal piece in the view finder she was able to capture some 
interesting images, learn the essentials of a digital camera and had a blast meeting 
fellow photographers.  John suggested she deserved a better camera so she 
purchased her first digital camera, a Nikon D7000 and started visiting local parks and 
historical sites shooting whatever caught my eye.   Most years her family visited 
Williamsburg at least once a year to get away from this century. That year she 
decided not to take traditional shots but ended up shooting fences, locks, historic 
tools and small details that mean so much but are often overlooked.  Jerri was 
hooked. 
 
As she neared retirement from teaching and being a school librarian, she wanted a 
hobby that her husband Jim and she could share.  Joining NVPS gave her inspiration 
and allowed her to take photography to the next level learning processing skills, and 
other camera techniques. Jerri has since enjoyed varied field trips that pushed her 
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beyond family and landscape shooting, to shooting seasonal flowers, birds, old cars, 
trains, abstract images.   
 

 
 
Inspired by all the beautiful bird images in competitions she took a class with Jim 
Clark in Chincoteague on shooting shore birds. Now Jim and Jerri visit several local 
parks getting up earlier than the birds to capture these wonderful creatures and 
other local wildlife. Moving to wildlife photography has inspired some of their 
favorite vacations to Yellowstone, both in summer and winter, to the Canadian 
Northwest, to Alaska, Maine and the Great Smokies. 
 
Jerri currently shoots with a Nikon D500 with either an 18 to 200 lens or a Tamron 
150 to 600 lens. She recently purchased a Nikon Z50 mirrorless camera with a 15 to 
50 mm and 50 to 200 mm lenses and is trying to master mirrorless shooting.  Jerri 
has been fortunate to have some of her images juried into Nature Visions and 
honored at the Waterford Fair.  
 
In 2018 Jim and Jerri were lucky enough to travel to Brooks Falls National Park in 
Alaska to shoot the annual Brown bears salmon run.  It was an awesome adventure 
being so close to these magnificent creatures.   The first thing upon reaching camp 
the rangers gave a safety lesson on interacting in bear territory.  It is approximately a 
mile hike from camp to the viewing platforms by the falls. Trails are not just for 
people, and part of the adventure is encountering them on the trail.   
 
Jerri’s presentation images feature bears of various ages, fishing, fighting, playing and 
even relaxing. She hopes you enjoy her work.  These photos were shot with the Nikon 
D500 and the Tamron 150 to 600 mm lens.  Most, but not all, were shot with a tripod. 

 

November 24, 2020 – Digital – Lynn Cates – America the 

Beautiful 
 
Lynn became serious about photography in June 
2015. That month she began shooting RAW at a 
workshop in Acadia National Park, and she took 
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Corey Hilz’ class “Lightroom in a Day” and started processing her images. She is 
passionate about combining her photography with her cross-country road trips. She 
loves her Nikon D850. You can view her work at rdtrpr.com. 
 
For the November 2020 Member’s Gallery Lynn will share grand and intimate 
landscape images from her road trips across America. She will include the national 
parks, coastlines, forests, mountains, and tiny natural jewels she encountered along 
the way.  
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://rdtrpr.com/
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http://www.nvps.org/


Volume 54 – No. 3                                 FOTOFAX                November 2020 

 

Copyright NVPS 2020 www.nvps.org Page  27 

December 22 – Digital – Bill Corbett – From Angkor Wat to 

Hanoi: Pre-Covid Travel In Postwar Cambodia & Vietnam – 

Part II 
 
Bill Corbett is a bird and travel photographer who enjoys color, action 
and texture in his pictures.  A photojournalist in college, Bill resumed 
spending serious amounts of time on photography when digital 
cameras came along.  He is a Nikon shooter who prefers a long lens 
and who uses a flash anytime he can. Bill enjoys competing his images 
at NVPS and making albums from pictures he and his wife Judy take 
on their travels.    
  

 

 
 
Bill and Judy moved three summers ago to southern Loudoun from McLean, where 
they raised their three kids.  He is still just beginning to explore the photo 
opportunities in Loudoun and west of there.   They spend most of the summer in 
Delaware, where Bill takes his camera to wildlife refuges regularly.  His main 
photography goal is to keep on doing what he’s been doing.  It is fun.  
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Bill is the secretary and a former president of Mid-Atlantic Photo Visions (formerly 
Nature Visions), a member of NVPS for the past ten or so years, and the winner of a 
small number of photography ribbons and awards from those two organizations. 
 

 
 
Bill is a retired Foreign Service officer and trade negotiator who served in 
Washington, Korea and Japan and enjoyed/suffered through more than a few travels 
to other points as a minor representative of American diplomacy.  Follow him on 
Facebook for his views on current events; he doesn’t post his pictures there.   
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December 22, 2020 - Print – Judy Graham – Memories of 

Greenland 

 
 
Judy Graham, one of NVPS’s VP for Programs, has 
been fortunate to do some amazing things in her 
life, but the week she spent in Greenland aboard 
the 100-foot schooner, the Opal, remains one at 
the top of her list. Judy’s member’s Gallery 
presentation is a compilation of photos taken on 
her journey around Scoresby Sound, located on the 
eastern side of Greenland above the Arctic Circle. 
Her photos also include a stop at a Greenlandic 

Inuit village, Ittoqqortoomitt, inhabited by approximately 400 residents and 250 sled 
dogs. Hunting whales, polar bears, seals, and musk ox (related to the goat) is still a 
way of life in this village, one of the most remote in the country. 
 
Judy has lived in the Washington, D.C. area most of her life.  She retired March 1, 
2018 after a long career in the field of human resources management for corporate 
America. Judy joined NVPS in January 2011 with the goal of meeting local 
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photographers, doing more local photography, and learning more about the art of 
photography. Her goals have been met 10 times over! 
 
Judy is primarily drawn to photographing dramatic landscapes, often remote and 
difficult to get to. Initially her interest was in the desert southwest; however, in more 
recent years she has expanded her travel to include colder places such as Alaska, 
Patagonia, Iceland, Greenland, and the Canadian Rockies in winter. She does not let 
the cold get in her way. 
 
Judy currently shoots with a Canon 5D MK IV. For most of the photos in her 
presentation she used a Canon 100-400mmL II lens and had to handhold due to the 
motion of the boat. For those who know her, she is glued to her trusty tripod. 
 
As for the future, she has a trip planned to the Tetons in September 2020 and one to 
Arizona in November 2020. She is the happy holder of a permit to the Wave (North 
Coyote Buttes). Beyond that she has no idea.   
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Member’s Forum 

 

November 24, 2020 – Sidney N. Stone – GoWest Road Trip 
 

As the walls of their apartment closed in on Joanna and Sidney, 
with Joanna working from home and Sidney wondering the 
streets in search of photographic opportunities, they decided 
the time was ripe for a trip to visit Jo’s brother and sister-in-law 
in Whitefish, Montana. They weren’t going to fly. They didn’t 
want to stay in hotels or motels. And using campground 
facilities was not appealing. Taking a cue from Alan Goldstein 
they decided to rent an RV and as Horace Greeley said “Go 
West”.  
 
With the concept the planning began and quickly more than a 
visit and stay in Whitefish was hatched. Jo and Sidney laid out a 
six-week odyssey west with plans to visit National Parks along 

the way. The plan took them through 13 states including stops at National Parks in 
North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and Utah.  
 
Join Sidney on November 24th as he explains the planning process, the good and not-
so-good aspects of “RV’ing it” along with a show of images made along the way.  
 
Sidney has been photographing seriously since about the age of 9 starting as many 
did with a Kodak Brownie. Although he recalls taking some pictures with his father’s 
Kodak Bantam camera that used 828 film. Sidney still has that camera. His love of 
darkroom work was triggered as he watched his father develop prints in a make shift 
kitchen darkroom. He thought it was magic to see an image appear on white paper 
placed in a tray of chemicals. This love of the darkroom led to countless hours spent 
in darkrooms at his high school, college, apartment with the window covered, a 
kitchen, a converted bathroom, and basement darkrooms. 
 
One of Sidney’s particular photography loves is shooting sports. In high school and 
college is was an official school sports photographer shooting football, baseball, 
swimming, golf, basketball (nothing better than sitting on the hardwood under the 
basket!). When his son Dan became his high school’s football manager Sidney spent 
Saturday afternoons walking the sidelines and end zones snapping action shots. After 
shooting about 20 rolls of Ektachrome each game, getting it processed and scanned 
he went digital choosing Canon over Nikon. He still has his original Minolta SR-1 and 
has been recently shooting with it.  
 
Today Sidney enjoys all types of photography genres – macro, flowers, water, action, 
street, portrait and more. If a picture can be made he likes to shoot it.  
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December 22, 2020 – Kevin Linde – Cruising the Carribbean 
 

Kevin Linde will honor us at the December Member’s Forum with 
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his Cruising the Southern Caribbean presentation. 
 
Kevin was born and raised in Johannesburg, South Africa and moved to Canada in 
1992 where he met his wonderful wife, Debby. In 1998 they moved to Northern 
Virginia with their 2-year-old son, Ryan. Their second son, Jared, was born in 1999 
when the family moved into their current house in Fairfax. The boys are now in 
college, with one at the University of Alabama and the other at George Mason. Kevin 
and Debby also have two dogs that are wonderful photography subjects. Kevin 
currently works as a physical therapist at his own private clinic, founded in 2003, in 
Fairfax City.  
 
Kevin became interested in photography about 13 years ago when he bought his first 
Canon DSLR. Previously he used a Pentax SLR for about 5 years prior to switching to 
digital. Kevin learned the basics with this camera but was never that interested in 
photography. The change to digital provided instant feedback, allowing him to learn 
beyond the basics a lot faster. Kevin also enjoyed the post processing, constantly 
learning to this day.  
 
Kevin currently uses Canon equipment he has accumulated over the years. His 
favorite subject to shoot is motor racing, which is influenced by his interest in the 
sport. Not far behind is anything else interesting to shoot.  
 
Kevin says the great thing about photography is you can take a photo of almost 
anything and make it something unique.  
 
He has been a member of NVPS for only one year but has enjoyed meeting some 
wonderful people and some great photographers. Kevin enjoys sharing his photos 
but also enjoys seeing the great talent of others. He is not sure at this point in time 
where his photography may take him but will never stop learning. 
 
Here are a few of Kevin’s images. 
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New Members 

 
Please welcome the following new members to NVPS. 
 
 
Kim Cawley Annemarie Deale Gary Debra Julie Edison 
Robert Gullo Sheryl Hopkins Barbara Johnson Barbara Kelly-

Mahaffy 
Selma Kraft Donald Little Michele Lowell Elizabeth Mulcahy 
Jennifer Nguyen Jane Podesta Laurie Schaffer Sarah Strickler 
Sharon Weiss Jerry Weisskohl   
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Mid-Atlantic Photo Visions 
 

 

 
Mark your calendars for Saturday November 7th to attend virtually Mid-Atlantic 
Photo Visions.  At 2pm Rick Sammon will present How to Get Motivated & Stay 
Inspired. Rick will share his “Top Ten” list of how to get inspired and how to stay 
motivated.  Rick will discuss and expand upon a variety of simple ideas, 
including:  Steal, Search, Share, Join, Learn, Change, Travel, Enjoy, Look, and Walk. 

The Award Ceremony will start at 4:30. Kristi Odom, well known to NVPS, will then 
take the stage to talk about Photographing Local Biodiversity. Northern Virginia is a 
hotspot for insect and bird life — not only is it on a major migration route, but it has 
a unique location between two diverse Atlantic ecosystems. Learn a few tricks and 
techniques on how local Nikon Ambassador, Kristi Odom, uses her camera to capture 
local wildlife.  You can use these tips and techniques anywhere, but you really don’t 
need to travel far. 
 
You can find more information about the programs and Mid-Atlantic Photo Visions at 
MAPV. 
 
Congratulations to NVPS members who had images accepted into this year’s Mid-
Atlantic Photo Visions Photography Competition. Juried in images can be found at 
MAPV 2020 Competition Images. 
 
Twelve of our members had images selected for the People’s Choice Awards voting: 
 
Mike Whalen (3 images) Kien-Lan Nguyen (2 images) Lynn Cates 
Jim Sinsheimer (2 images)  Kirk Johnson Willa Siegal 
Bill Corbett (2 images) Alan Goldstein Judy Guenther 
Bob Friedmn Valerie Short Rena Schild 

 
The images can be found at People Choice Awards. 
 
Here is a list of members who had images accepted into the Nature Competition. 
 

Category Image Title Image Maker Category Image Title Image Maker 

WILDLIFE Thirsty Panda Clark Barker MACRO 
Sunflower Design 
Phyllis Kimmel 

Phyllis Kimmel 

BIRDS 
Five 
Flamingos 

Tom Brett MACRO Melody in yellow David Kravitz 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://naturevisions.org/
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Category Image Title Image Maker Category Image Title Image Maker 

LAND Wanaka Tree Tom Brett FLORA About to bloom. Roger Lancaster 

WATER Sterling Falls Tom Brett FLORA Through the Fog 2 Leslie Landerkin 

BIRDS Eagle Pair Stan Bysshe FLORA Taking Cover Leslie Landerkin 

BIRDS 
You Are My 
Sunshine 

Stan Bysshe BIRDS 
Casuarius The Dino 
Bird 

Michael Mannix 

BIRDS 
Sunrise 
Hummer 

Stan Bysshe BIRDS Hummingbird Hung Nguyen 

BIRDS Vaping Stan Bysshe FLORA hibiscus Kieu Lan Nguyen 

BIRDS Sun Dance Stan Bysshe FLORA Cherry Blossoms Kieu Lan Nguyen 

WILDLIFE 10 Below Stan Bysshe FLORA Dalidha Kieu Lan Nguyen 

LAND 
Twilight on 
the Beach 

Lynn Cates LAND 
Hang Rai Ninh Hoa 
Vietnam 

Kieu Lan Nguyen 

LAND 
After the Fires 
in Oregon 

Lynn Cates LAND Balanced Rock Gary Perlow 

WATER Moving Water Lynn Cates FLORA 
Susan Phillips-NVPS-
Flora-Ancient Lotus 

Susan Phillips 

WATER 
Rocks in 
Water 

Lynn Cates BIRDS The Chase is On Art Rose 

BIRDS 

Summer 
Hummer 2020 
#2 by Bill 
Corbett 

William 
Corbett 

WILDLIFE Nature's Camouflage Valerie Short 

BIRDS 

Summer 
Hummer 2020 
#3 by Bill 
Corbett 

William 
Corbett 

MACRO Ghost Crab Edgar Short, Jr. 

BIRDS 

Summer 
Hummer 2020 
#1 by Bill 
Corbett 

William 
Corbett 

WILDLIFE Hokkaido Fox Edgar Short, Jr. 

BIRDS 
Backlight by 
Bill Corbett 

William 
Corbett 

WILDLIFE 
Family Day at the 
Beach 

Edgar Short, Jr. 

LAND White Sands-2 
Wilson 
Coudon 

WATER All Alone Am I! Willa Siegel 

BIRDS 
Fighting 
Goldfinches 

David Crooks FLORA Palm Leaf Jim Sinsheimer 

MACRO 
Solarized 
Dahlia 

Georgette 
Grossman 

WATER 
Falls at Eldorado 
Canyon 

Jim Sinsheimer 

MACRO 
Weeping 
Pussy Willow 

Georgette 
Grossman 

BIRDS Winter Hawk Gitta Smith 

LAND 
Nature At Its 
Best 

Judith 
Guenther 

BIRDS 
Some birds have It - 
Kacy Turner 

Kacy Turner 

WATER 
Looming 
Icicles 

Judith 
Guenther 

WILDLIFE 
Time to Nap - Kacy 
Turner 

Kacy Turner 

WILDLIFE 
Small, 
Medium, and 
Large 

Wayne 
Guenther 

FLORA 
Floating in the 
Darkness 

Kieu-Hanh Vu 

WILDLIFE tusks Kirk Johnson FLORA Red Lotus Kieu-Hanh Vu 

WILDLIFE 
Mother and 
Baby Cape 
Buffalo 

Kirk Johnson BIRDS Looking For Food Mike Whalen 

WILDLIFE Sally Lightfoot 
Louis 
Kaufman 

FLORA Mysterious Roots Mike Whalen 

FLORA 
Lotus Twins 
Phyllis 
Kimmel 

Phyllis 
Kimmel 

WATER Morning at the Falls Mike Whalen 
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Category Image Title Image Maker Category Image Title Image Maker 

MACRO 
Blue Back 
Phyllis 
Kimmel 

Phyllis 
Kimmel 

   

 
Here is a list of members who had images accepted into the Fine Art Competition. 
 

Category Image Title Image Maker Category Image Title Image Maker 

ARCH Venetian Door Clark Barker DOC/STR 
George Says Wear a 
Mask 

Suzy McIntire 

SPORT 
Holiday Race 
in Valletta 

Clark Barker ARCH Gateway to Brooklyn John Murray 

DOC/STR Morning Chat Joan Barker ARCH The Vessel NY Kieu Lan Nguyen 

DOC/STR Flower Lady Stan Bysshe OTHER Working Hands Kieu Lan Nguyen 

SPORT Blue Room Stan Bysshe OTHER Dancing Orchid Kieu Lan Nguyen 

DOC/STR 
Uneasy Rider 
by Bill Corbett 

William 
Corbett 

OTHER Lady Slippers Kieu Lan Nguyen 

DOC/STR 
Easy Rider by 
Bill Corbett 

William 
Corbett 

OTHER Orchid phalaenopsis Kieu Lan Nguyen 

OTHER 
KachhpuraBea
uty 

Sandi Croan ARCH Inside the Vessel Doug O'Boyle 

STILL 
Western Still 
Life 

David Crooks ARCH 
Train Track 
Crossroads 

Gary Perlow 

OTHER Serious Tana Ebbole OTHER Sleeping Beauty Gary Perlow 

DOC/STR Budha Bob Friedman OTHER 
Mating Fireflies 
Illuminate Distant 
Meadow 

Gary Perlow 

OTHER 
Manhattan 
Skyline 

Bob Friedman ARCH 
Susan Phillips-NVPS-
Architecture-Gehry's 
Finest 

Susan Phillips 

ARCH Catwalks 1 
Willa 
Friedman 

DOC/STR 
Wilson Bridge Open 
for Tall Ship 

Art Rose 

ARCH The Staircase Alan Goldstein ARCH 
Morning, Lincoln 
Memorial 

Rena Schild 

SPORT 
Is He Is Or Is 
He Ain't 

Alan Goldstein ARCH 
Union Station, 
Denver 

Rena Schild 

OTHER Tranquility Dennis Govoni ARCH Capitol Reflection Rena Schild 

ABST What am I 
Georgette 
Grossman 

SPORT Pulling Together Rena Schild 

ARCH 
Long Day at 
the Office 

Georgette 
Grossman 

SPORT Eye On The Ball Rena Schild 

DOC/STR Gondolier Pals 
Judith 
Guenther 

SPORT Precision Valerie Short 

ARCH Silo Stairs 
Wayne 
Guenther 

OTHER Primavera2 Edgar Short, Jr. 

DOC/STR Tango Couple 
Wayne 
Guenther 

ARCH 
Up, Up and Away. 
3207 

Willa Siegel 

DOC/STR Heavy Burden 
Wayne 
Guenther 

ARCH Reflecting on Chicago Jim Sinsheimer 

ARCH 
Lower 
Manhattan 
from Brooklyn 

Eric Hansen ARCH Red Flamingo Jim Sinsheimer 

OTHER My hero Kirk Johnson ARCH Chicago River Jim Sinsheimer 

DOC/STR Job Seeker Len Johnson DOC/STR 
Meet Up On The 
Corner 

Colena Turner 

DOC/STR Listening in- Len Johnson DOC/STR Shoe Shine Colena Turner 
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Category Image Title Image Maker Category Image Title Image Maker 

the Rain 

OTHER 
Moonlit 
Bedroom 

Len Johnson OTHER 
Get Messy with 
Colors 

Kieu-Hanh Vu 

ARCH 
Mystery 
Building 

David Kravitz OTHER Combat Boots Kieu-Hanh Vu 

DOC/STR 
Tribute to gun 
violence. 

Roger 
Lancaster 

ABST 
Into the Sun - Ginger 
WerzPetricka 

Ginger Werz-
Petricka 

ARCH 
Malk Abbey 
Alley 

Michael 
Mannix 

DOC/STR 
Venice reflection - 
Ginger WerzPetricka 

Ginger Werz-
Petricka 

   ABST The Glass Web Mike Whalen 

   DOC/STR Alien Abduction Mike Whalen 

 

 

Willing Warriors Update 

 
To date, 20 of our members have contributed 61 photographs to the Willing Warriors 
veterans’ retreat.  As I have mentioned at our meetings, the vets have expressed their 
appreciation and admiration for these images displayed in the PenFed house. 
Included in this addition of FotoFax are interior pictures showing how fantastic our 
images look.  Also, the catalogue coffee table book has been completed and is now 
available for the veterans to see the subjects and photographers’ names. I am told by 
my staff contact that these interior pictures will be shown during the Willing 
Warriors annual gala this month.  
 
For our new members, the Willing Warriors facility, located in Haymarket, Virginia, 
provides two single-family houses for our veterans and their extended families to 
enjoy a five-day weekend to revitalize the mind, spirit, and soul. Each 
house features multiple bedrooms, large recreation rooms and grand open living 
areas with lots of wall space. NVPS has been and hopefully will continue to provide 
photographs to decorate the walls of these houses with relevant photographs 
reminding the guests of the beautiful country that they served.   
 
At the direction of their staff, we have been working on the PenFed house, the newer 
and more contemporary of the two houses. Generally, I have tried to theme rooms 
with a singular image subject, providing variety throughout the house, but also a 
sense of order.  This is somewhat loose as I need to hang what images I 
get. Landscapes, recognizable urbanscapes, monuments, wildlife, birds, flowers, and 
military themed images taken within the United States continue to be sought.  The 
lower level great room is a dedicated space for military and military historic 
images. The second-floor loft features canyon and mountain vistas.  
 
There are still many walls available for images.  19x13 or larger images are desired, 
but most images have been 11x14 (or similar) in 16x20 white mats and black metal 
or wood frames. If you would like to contribute, please send me a jpeg of each image 
so that I can determine where it best can be installed. I also use the jpegs to produce 
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additional pages for the coffee table catalogue book. Please send images to 
jsnshmr.ww@gmail.com 
 
Thanks again for considering donating to the Willing Warriors Retreat.  
Jim Sinsheimer 
 

  
First Floor Green Bedroom 1 First Floor Green Bedroom 2 

  
Great Room 1 Great Room 2 

  
Great Room 3 Kitchen 1 
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Kitchen 2 Living Room 1 

  
Living Room 2 Lower Level Bedroom 1 

  
Lower Level Bedroom 2 Main Floor Hallway 1 

 

 
Main Floor Hallway 2 Main Floor Hallway 3 

  
Second Floor Loft 1 Second Floor Loft 2 
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Second Floor Loft 3 Second Floor Blue Bedroom 1 

  
Second Floor Blue Bedroom 2 Second Floor Loft 1 

 

 

Second Floor Loft 2  
 

Field Trips 

 
Your NVPS Field Trip Coordinators Tammy Tideswell and Steven Glintz have 
scheduled exciting field trips for this fall.  Field trips are an excellent way to 
experience taking photographs in enticing places in a social environment with fellow 
NVPS members. They are also a great way to expand your photographic process 
knowledge and practice, often with the help of other members. A goal of NVPS is to 
help members learn and experience the joy of photography and field trips offer many 
opportunities.  
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November 14, 2020 – Great Falls National Park, Maryland 
 
Please join us in applying what we learned from September's Education and Training 
session with Lynn Cates on photographing water as we explore Great Falls, 
Maryland.   
 
The C&O tow path between the visitor center and the path to the Great Falls 
overlooks offers opportunities to capture wildlife, color, reflections, and more. 
Landscapes, details, abstracts, and more opportunities are available for what we 
hope will be peak fall season subjects. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We'll meet and greet outside the Great Falls Tavern Visitor Center restrooms. From 
there, we'll head South towards Washington, DC along the C&O tow path.  There are 
several trails that branch off the towpath that you're welcome to explore as you 
practice your social distancing. About 0.3 miles from the Visitor's center is the 
Olmstead Island Trail that bridges the towpath to the primary overlook. Beware the 
bridge will bob up and down as pedestrians cross. It's also narrow so take care if you 
decide put a tripod down on the bridge. Anything you drop is instantly donated to the 
rocks and rapids below. Additional photographic opportunities are also available 
within another mile down the path towards Washington.  Feel free to explore. Please 
anticipate hiking on a compact gravelly path for about 1 mile or more. Bring 
comfortable hiking shoes and anticipate the cooler weather.   
 
For those unfamiliar with the area, please be advised that sections of the Billy Goat 
Trail should not be traversed (especially with expensive camera gear) unless you're 
willing to accept the risks including steep drops and large rock scrambling. Parts of 
that trail can be considered strenuous and people frequently injure themselves. Also, 
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as of July 3, 2020, this trail has also been designated one way going downstream 
towards Washington. 
 
Tripods are widely accepted.  Please be mindful when staking your spot and maintain 
your social distancing.   
 

 
 
Sunrise is anticipated at 7:25 a.m. 
 
Here are some equipment recommendations: 
 

• A sturdy tripod 
• Any and all glass will be useful, however if you want to pick out details of the 

falls consider a 200mm or longer lens with optional teleconverter. The 
estimates distance from the overlook to the middle of the falls is about 40 
yards.  

• Filters are optional, though a polarizer to eliminate glare may come in handy 
since you’ll be shooting perpendicular to the sunrise. Neutral density filters 
can be used to take long exposures of the falls and moving Potomac waters . 

 
When: 
Saturday, November 14, 2020 from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Rain date is Sunday, November 15, 2020 from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
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We'll assemble briefly at the Great Falls Tavern Visitor Center / restrooms adjacent 
to the parking lot. If you don't see us there, head south towards Washington, DC until 
you reach the overlook trailhead.  You're certain to run into other members. 
 
Entrance fees increased in January 2020. The current rate per car is $20. If you walk 
into the park, the cost is $10. The fee buys you a permit allowing you to reenter both 
sides of Great Falls (Maryland and Virginia) for up to seven days from the date 
issued.  America the Beautiful and Great Falls Annual pass holders gain free entry.  If 
you're on the fence about getting an America the Beautiful pass, know that the cost of 
the Great Falls Annual pass can be put towards upgrading to the America the 
Beautiful pass. 
 
Carpools are recommended to save you cash provided you can travel with others in 
your extended “bubble”. Please remember to bring a mask and anticipate wearing 
the mask while around others. Please also be patient and remain the recommended 
six feet away from other visitors.   
 
We hope you can join us! 
Tammy Tideswell and Steven Glintz 
Field Trip Coordinators 2020-2021 
 
Fieldtrips-2020@nvps.org* Photographs courtesy Stan Bysshe. Additional examples 
and inspiration available on NVPS gallery. Great Falls Gallery 

 

Flying Circus and Hot Air Balloon Festival - October 

 
Thirteen NVPS members spent time on Saturday October 3rd capturing images at the 
Flying Circus and Hot Air Balloon Festival. Check out some of the images out talented 
photographers made. 

http://www.nvps.org/
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Greg Smith Gitta Smith 

 
 

Jack Ledgerwood Janice Kane 

 
 

David Kravitz Len Johnson 

  
Michael Mannix Roland Fabia 
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Steven Glintz Tammy Tideswell 

  
Ken Lee Brenda Wilson 

 

Portfolio Project 

 
Developing our skills as photographers includes developing an ‘eye’, and that takes 
practice.  Part of practice includes taking a subject and working that subject to 
capture the best shots possible.  Lynn Cates made that point perfectly in her E&T 
presentation titled The Joys of Water Photography last September 29th.  Lynn talked 
about viewing a scene and taking images with many different camera settings in 
order to have many versions of the water, capturing different moods of her scenes.  
With enough material she then chose the best shots to express her concept. 
One way to work on developing your ‘eye’ is to participate in the Portfolio Project 
that is just getting started for this club year.   
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In the project you choose a subject.  There are several ways to go about doing this.  
You can go through images on your computer, see what you seem to be interested in 
based on your past work and expand on that.  If you are concentrating on a familiar 
subject, we’d like you to think about making it harder, find a slant or aspect of your 
subject that you haven’t done before.  Or challenge yourself to go in a completely new 
direction.  Is there something you have wanted to explore but haven’t had the time?  
You can even gather images on more than one concept; the right one will find you 
after a while.  
 
Once you have a subject in progress you need to write an Artist Statement telling 
your viewer what your purpose is.  This Artist Statement should be brief. For this 
project we recommend up to 150 words, and concentrate on telling why these 
images are important to you.   
 
This collection should your best images and should work both individually and as a 
group.  There will be two reviews of each portfolio, a preliminary review to offer 
suggestions and a final where we will see and comment on your completed project.  
One important aspect of Portfolio is that this is not a competition.  Each portfolio is a 
stand-alone and reviewed on its own merit, on the cohesiveness of the concept and 
how it represents the artist statement.   

http://www.nvps.org/
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More on the Portfolio Project, including how to craft an Artist Statement, can be 
found on the NVPS website at Portfolio Project Update. 
 
To sign up for the project just email the co-chairs at Portfolio Project  and let us know 
you are interested.  We will set up a DropBox folder for you and help with any 
questions you have. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you, 
 
Ginger Werz-Petricka, Willa Siegel, Brenda Wilson 
Program Co-Chairs 
 

Photography Close to Home 

 

The DMV – Washington, Maryland, Virginia – region has a wealth of interesting 

places to visit and photograph. Some are well know to most everyone while others 

are hidden gems. Long time NVPS members are familiar with many places while 

members new to the region like to get our and explore.  

 

EXPLORING LOCAL CREEKS 
 
Four Mile Run in Arlington is in Tom Schum’s backyard. In this month’s Close to 
Home tells us about easy photo outings that don’t compromise our health. What’s in 
your backyard? Let us know. 
 
During this pandemic I've re-discovered local creeks as worthy photo destinations. 

 
My earliest digital photos back in 2003 were of 
part of Four Mile Run creek in Arlington.  Besides 
being across the street from where we were living, 
it was fairly easy to climb down the creek banks in 
good weather and get a good vantage point for a 
pleasant shot. 
 
This photo was taken in 2003 with Minolta DiMage 
X compact digital camera. 

 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/home/portfolio-project-update/
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I later explored Four Mile Run Creek in 
some detail, following it behind 
apartment buildings and along the bike 
path toward Falls Church city.  I used to 
bicycle, and I carried a tripod on my back 
for some of these trips. 
 
 

 
 
I later explored Four Mile Run Creek in some detail, following it behind apartment 
buildings and along the bike path toward Falls Church city.  I used to bicycle, and I 
carried a tripod on my back for some of these trips. 
 
There are some dangers involved here, and I should mention them.  First, homeless 
people tend to live in the bushes in unexpected locations, and women might prefer to 
go exploring with a friend and maybe even some pepper spray.   
 
The easiest access to Four Mile Run Creek is across the street from Shirlington.  
Shirlington is a very walk able restaurant and theater area, and on the weekends you 
will find plenty of people walking around, so it should be pretty safe to go to the 
creek during the day.  Very close to Shirlington is a dog park next to the creek, and 
you can see dogs and their owners playing in the creek there. 
 
Flooding made it necessary for the corps of engineers to re-work the creek to 
improve drainage as late as 2015, and one consequence of this is that the creek banks 
are usually steeper than they used to be.  Or, is it just that I am now older! 
 
I used to think the arrangements of rocks and step dams in the creek were random, 
but I now know better.  The architects have done a really nice job on the creek in this 
area, and you can easily get some very pleasing shots. 
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Another nice creek for photo walks is Holmes Run, just south of Columbia Pike and 
Lake Barcroft.  Holmes Run continues through All Veterans Park, north of Duke 
Street just on the south side of highway 395. 
 
There are several other scenic creeks in the area.  The best way to find them is to use 
Google Maps to survey the area nearest where you live.  Some can be quite isolated 
and rugged, in the middle of suburban housing.  One of these is Pimmit Run near 
McLean. 
 
So, be careful, do a little research, and get out there to enjoy the beauty! 
 

Make A 2021 Custom Calendar 

 
As 2021 looms near this is a good time to consider using your photographs to create 
a 2021 calendar, either for your own use or as gifts to friends and family. John Krout 
shares with us how he creates custom calendars. Thanks John. 
 
A photo calendar is a great platform for making your photos visible to family and 
friends on a constant yearlong basis. For most photographers, there are two major 
stumbling blocks on the road to producing a calendar: creating the actual layout of 
days, and the cost of physical copies. 
 

I have created two different page layouts for a 2021 calendar, 
with a page for each of the twelve calendar months. Below 
you will find out how to obtain the layout files, so you can add 
your photos to create a complete custom calendar containing 
your photos. 
 
I first set out to create a custom month-per-page photo 
calendar in the autumn of 2010. At the time I had amassed a 
number of striking photos of Tucker County West Virginia, 
my family’s favorite vacation site, and I wanted to make a 
page-per-month wall calendar depicting that part of the 
world. I investigated a few online calendar creation services, 
and chose one to use for my 2011 calendar.  

 
From that initial experience, I learned important things. 
 
First, I wanted to print calendar photos borderless, edge-to-edge, preferably on high 
contrast glossy paper. The online services I evaluated used card stock only, and could 
not print borderless. At the time, many online calendar creation services provide a 
variety of options for frame-like borders around photos, which I consider to be a less 
than ideal use of ink and paper space. 
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Second, I wanted each month page to include thumbnails of the prior month and the 
next month, a feature I had seen in many commercial calendars. I found no online 
calendar creation service that could include such thumbnails in month pages. 
 
Third, the online services require that photos for custom calendars be uploaded to 
their servers. Security of those uploads is never guaranteed. If you want to retain 
control of your photos, you may wish to avoid such services. 
 
Fourth, it turned out that my 2011 calendar cost me about $21 per copy, with a 
minimum print run of 12 copies. I thought that was far too expensive.  
 
The calendars were very popular with my family and friends. For my 2012 calendar, I 
began looking for alternative approaches. 
 
Various software packages provide calendar creation. While considering how to 
create a 2012 calendar, I evaluated a few. At the time, none offered the two features I 
wanted, and many offered fewer design options than most online calendar creation 
services. 
 
What I chose to do instead was a Do-It-Yourself approach. That allowed me to print 
borderless photos for my calendars, using a desktop ink jet printer with that 
capability, and to include the thumbnail months on each month page. It gave me 
access to far more fonts than any online service offered. The Do-It-Yourself approach 
also saves a lot of money.  
 
For the Do-It-Yourself approach, I decided to create month pages using the free 
OpenOffice Impress application, now LibreOffice Impress. LibreOffice is a free, 
downloadable suite of applications with the same capabilities as Microsoft Office. The 
Impress application enables slide deck prep, like PowerPoint. 
 
You can see two sample pages from my 2020 calendar in Illustration 1. I chose the 
theme of Flowers for that calendar. 
 
The month page is a Table, a layout concept that was introduced a couple of decades 
ago in Microsoft office, and soon after in OpenOffice. In each month page, each day is 
a table cell. Text can be added to each cell to describe say a birthday, anniversary, 
holiday, and so forth. It is even possible to embed a photo in a table cell, or use a 
photo as a backdrop for a month table. I don’t recommend that backdrop concept 
unless the backdrop is very light pastels, to avoid reducing the contrast of the day 
numbers and text in table cells.  
 
The two thumbnails months are also Tables, each inserted into a cell of the month 
table. You can see those two thumbnails in the upper left corner of the month table. 
Yes, it is feasible to embed a table within a cell of a bigger table. Month thumbnails 
are examples of the usefulness of that capability. 
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Producing physical copies of a calendar involves more than design and printing. I 
chose a low-cost binding technique called comb binding, widely used for creating a 
small print run of reports and proposals. I found inexpensive desktop machines to 
punch holes in pages and insert a plastic cylindrical “comb” through the punched 
holes to bind the pages. Initially I bought a bottom of the line, all-manual comb 
binding machine. A few years ago I upgraded to a binding machine with a motorized 
hole punch mechanism.  
 
My cost per calendar copy in 2012 was about $12. It has risen a bit to about $12.50 
per copy because, a few years ago, I switched from card stock to a glossy paper 
known as brochure paper. Brochure paper is not as glossy as good quality ink jet 
photo paper, but is a whole lot better than card stock, and is printable on both sides 
like card stock or general-purpose paper. 
 
Below I will offer some suggestions for producing a calendar without buying a 
binding system. You can choose the way that works best for you. 
 
After a couple of years, I worked out a way to produce very professional looking 
month pages consistently. I created a master Impress file containing months and 
thumbnails. To create a month page in a new calendar, I simply copied a month from 
the master Impress file, and copied two thumbnail months from the master file. 
 
HOW TO FIND CONTENTS FOR MONTH PAGES 
 
You can choose what to include in month pages. In addition to federal holidays, and 
culture days like Valentines Day, St Patrick's Day, Election Day, and Easter, I include 
equinoxes, solstices, and full moon and new moon days. The latter are valuable 
because my son and I like to take photos of the night sky. I also include family 
birthdays. 
 
The US Office of Management and Budget (OMB) publishes online lists of Federal 
holidays for several upcoming years. I use their web site for that info. 
 
Google is a good source for culture days. Try googling Easter 2021; Google will show 
you the date. 
 
The US Naval Observatory web site, www.usno.navy.mil,  was my source for full 
moons and new moons for many years. For a couple of years, the USNO web site has 
been shut down pending security upgrades. I am sure the 2020 pandemic further 
delayed restoration of the site. TimeAndDate.com is one site providing the same info, 
though in a less convenient form. 
 
REUSABLE STANDARD YEARS 
 
One morning in July 2020, I woke up in the morning with this remarkable thought: 
there are 14 standard years! Seven are 365-day years, each beginning on a different 
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day of the week. The other seven are leap years, each beginning on a different day of 
the week. 
 
Here is an example of the basic reason why the concept of Standard Years is useful. 
Both 2021 and 2027 begin on a Friday. I can reuse the month pages for 2021 in 2027. 
 
My calendars from 2012 through 2020 cover many of those standard years. So I do 
not have to re-create those month pages. Instead I can reuse them. 
 
In the next few weeks I reused month pages or created month page files for almost all 
of the standard years. I decided I would give away my file of month pages for each 
year online, starting with 2021. 
 
HOW TO FIND THE 2021 MONTH PAGE FILES ONLINE 
 
First of all, I created the 2021 month-per-page files in two formats: ODP, which is the 
LibreOffice Impress format, and PPT, which is the PowerPoint 1997-2003 format. All 
later versions of PowerPoint can read and edit the PPT files. 
 
The files contain a page of instructions, a page in which the current layout of the 
month pages is explained in detail, blank pages for the cover and each page of photos, 
and of course the month pages. 
 
Here is the URL for the ODP file: 
https://drive.google.com/uc?export=download&id=1Nacrnals9HTXUHU8zg0Ef1UQ-
YwNZT1C  
 
Here is the URL for the PPT file: 
https://drive.google.com/uc?export=download&id=1soKdOvbQrQT6qHHmCSw8efd
JwMZziQVm 
 
Second, I decided recently to create a second, more compact layout for the month 
pages, using Portrait orientation for each page. Each page has a month on the bottom 
of the page and room for photos at the top of the page.  
 
This layout requires 6 sheets of paper instead of 13, and roughly half the ink of the 
original month-per-page layout. As a result, this layout reduces production costs. I 
have not printed a calendar in this format, but my guess is that the cost per copy 
printed and bound at home would be about $7. 
 
To use comb binding for this compact layout, I suggest cutting 11 inch plastic combs 
to 8.5 inches, and binding across the top. 
 
Here is the URL for the ODP compact layout file: 
https://drive.google.com/uc?export=download&id=1JTCJKF69jMYLjA5I3F2G8QYF6
1uQDABb 

http://www.nvps.org/
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Here is the URL for the PPT compact layout file: 
https://drive.google.com/uc?export=download&id=1Qa0PrIVpjdLF749V3pomuWOs
Zff3DSXi 
 
Please feel free to change the formatting I have applied to the month pages of the 
files. Different fonts, different colors, et cetera can be applied to suit your own tastes. 
 
Also there is no reason not to include more than one photo for each month. I have 
sometimes included 3 on a photo page, which is very practical for portrait 
orientation photos in a landscape orientation page space, and once I included 5. 
 
SOME PRODUCTION OPTIONS 
 
For me, by far the most time-intensive effort is to find and lay out photos for a 
specific theme. That dwarfs the time to print and bind copies of calendars. 
 
However, I admit not everyone has the time and inclination to do it all at home. So 
here are production alternatives. 
 
FARM IT OUT: Export your completed calendar design from Impress or PowerPoint 
to a PDF file. Take that PDF file to a printing firm for printing and binding. Remember 
to request glossy brochure paper. Note that Staples and OfficeDepot could not print 
color borderless when I checked with them a couple of years ago, but Minuteman 
Press could do that.  
 
When I evaluated Staples and Office Depot printing capabilities a couple of years ago, 
I asked each to print a page from my calendar PDF file. The stores had no trouble 
printing a PDF file, though they could not print borderless. 
 
This option clearly trades effort for expense. My guess is that the cost per 13-page 
calendar for a small print run might be $18 or more. The printing companies might 
also require a fairly large minimal print run. 
 
HYBRID: The idea here is to print copies at home, because most of the printing cost is 
ink and paper, and avoid the cost of a binding machine as well as binding time. I 
admit I have not researched the practicality of this approach. Make sure to call the 
printing companies and confirm they can do this before you try it. Print at home, then 
take the unbound physical calendars to a printing company for binding. The cost per 
calendar will be greater than a totally Do-it-Yourself approach, because paying for 
binding includes paying for labor as well as materials. 
 
Have fun! 

http://www.nvps.org/
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Member Awards 

 
Hi there, i had a print accepted into the Virginia Beach Art Center show "Virginia is 
for Artists" and it was given an Award of Merit. The image is "Leaning In". Leslie 
Landerkin 

 

 

 
 
Leslie Landerkin’s image Leaning In received an Award of 
Merit from the Virginia Beach Art Center Show “Virginia if 
for Artists”. Congratulations Leslie! 

 

Workshop Offerings & Outside Competitions 
 
Speakers and competition judges for NVPS are offered the opportunity to have notices about 
up-coming tours and workshops in FotoFax for two years after the date of their NVPS 
program. 

Joseph Miller Abstract Exhibit  
 
The Joseph Miller Center for the Photographic Arts once again takes great pride in 
announcing its ELEVENTH ANNUAL juried abstract exhibit. All interested 
photographers are invited to submit entries for this much anticipated spring event. 
Over the years, because of the influence these exhibits have had in encouraging and 
promoting abstract photography and due to their reputation, recent JM Abstract 
Exhibits have been attracting entries from international as well as national 
photographic artists. Whereas submissions to the First Annual JM Abstract Exhibit 
had been limited to local NVACC-related clubs, many current participants come from 
photographic groups outside the Greater Washington Northern Virginia area or are 
non-affiliated independent photographic artists.   
 
The Joseph Miller Center will begin accepting entries for the upcoming ELEVENTH 
ANNUAL EXHIBIT on Saturday, December 26, 2020. 
 
The deadline for submissions will be Saturday, February 27, 2021.  
 
The show will run from Saturday May 1, 2021 through Monday May 31, 2021. 
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A detailed PROSPECTUS containing all relevant information regarding the exhibit 
can be found on the Northern Virginia Alliance of Camera Clubs website @ 
www.NVACC.org 
 

Kristi Odom & Darren Gustaveson 
 
Kristi and Darren are also passionate educators that are focused on the personal 
development of all who travel with them. Their lessons include topics ranging from voice 
development to advanced camera techniques. Through Four Corners Workshops Kristi and 
Darren are currently offering exciting adventures over the next year.  Conservation in The 
Amazon 2020: Travel to the Bolivian Amazon to learn about conservation while staying in a 
wildlife sanctuary which houses over 700 rescued animals and 60 different species. From 
there, travel to the Amazon to experience wildlife in their natural habitat and learn about 
trafficking and conservation efforts.  An Adventure Through New Zealand: Travel around 
the South Island and experience wildlife like the acrobatic dusky dolphins and the friendly 
sea lions.  Then play around with landscape photography capturing some of the most epic 
scenery in the world, to name one, the famous Milford Sound.  This adventure has a little of 
everything and a lot of photo opportunities.  Visit fourcornersworkshops.com or sign up for 
our newsletter for more information.  
 
For more information and to learn about more adventure opportunities, please visit: 
https://www.fourcornersworkshops.com/adventures 

 

Marie Joabar 
 

 

Capital Photography Center is the DC area’s top source for 
Photography Classes. Join Marie Joabar and her crew of talented 
photographers for classes In-Person or Online and take your 
photography to the next level. You can find them at Capital 
Photography Center and Online Capital Photography Center. 

 

Denise Silva 

Denise Silva has often judged and been a presenter at NVPS. She operates Road Runner 
Photography Tours. For information on their latest tours and workshops, please visit their 
web site at http://roadrunnerphotographytours.com 

Nikhil Bahl  

Nikhil Bahl was our End-of-Year judge for 2016-2017 as well as Program Speaker in 
November 2015 and November 2016. He offers a variety of workshops and coaching events. 
For more details with his latest workshop updates, visit: www.NikhilBahl.com 

http://www.nvps.org/
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Roy Sewall 

Roy Sewall was our Judge in February 2018 and was our Program speaker in May 2017. Roy 
offers both private and group instruction to novice and intermediate photographers, and in 
2014 became an instructor for the Capital Photography Center. Find out more on Roy's 
website: http://www.roysewallphotography.com/iWeb/Home.html 

David Blecman 
David Blecman, a member of the Professional Photographers of America, is an 
internationally recognized photographer and instructor, having taught in over a dozen 
countries to photographers, models, and makeup artists. He was our judge in October 2015 
and April 2017 and a Program speaker in April 2016. David's website: http://posneg.com/ 
 

Don Rosenberger 
Don has been a regular presenter at NVPS. He started a new Meetup. Check it out at 

https://www.meetup.com/Fairfax-DC-Metro-Area-Photography-Meetup/ 
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