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FotoFax is the monthly newsletter of the Northern Virginia Photographic 
Society FotoFax is published monthly September through May.  
 
The most recent issue of FotoFax can be found at: Current FotoFax. Past issues 
can be found at: FotoFax Archives. 
 
All content within FotoFax is Copyright NVPS and may not be used without 
express written permission from NVPS. 
 
NVPS members wishing to write articles, provide content, announce awards 
they have received or communicate shows in which they have images should 
write to the FotoFax Editor. 
 
Sidney N. Stone 
Editor 

Roland Fabia created the image on the front page. It was taken on the NVPS field 
trip to the monuments on the National Mall in September. 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/main/docs/fotofax/2020/latest_edition.pdf
http://nvps.org/home/472-2/
mailto:editor-2020@nvps.org
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NVPS Club Calendar 
 
NVPS conducts meetings every Tuesday evening from September through May, 
followed by the End-of-Year Banquet the first Friday of June. In addition to weekly 
meetings a field trip is schedule once a month.  
 
Here are the current NVPS meetings and events for the next three months. Please 
check the NVPS calendar on the website for up-to-date information at: Calendar. 
 
 
Day Activity Description 

October 2020 
3 Field Trip Flying Circus & Hot Air Balloon 
6 Program Mollie Issacs – Lightroom Unleashed 

13 E&T Gary Perlow – Photoshop Workflow 
20 Competition Judge: Brenda Tharp – Theme: A Musician 
27 Member’s 

Gallery Print Kirk Johnson – Mandala: From Ordinary to Extraordinary 

27 Member’s 
Gallery - Digital IIenia Alvarez - Street Photography: A Patchwork of Day-to-Day Images  

27 Member’s Forum Alan Goldstein – Nine Days in Cuba 
November 2020 

3 Program Joe Rossbach – Make the Ordinary Extraordinary 
7 MAPV Mid-Atlantic Photo Visions – Lecture & Awards Presentation 

10 E&T Anonymous Critique: Kathryn Mohrman and Stan Bysshe 
14 Field Trip Great Falls, MD 
17 Competition Judge: Mollie Issacs – No Theme 
24 Member’s 

Gallery Print Jerri McDermott - Bears of Brook Falls 

24 Member’s 
Gallery - Digital Lynn Cates - America the Beautiful 

24 Member’s Forum Sidney N. Stone - GoWest Road Trip 
December 2020 

1 Program Marie Joabar - "How to Shoot the Moon, Fireworks, Waterfalls, and 
Snow" 

8 E&T Bill Corbett - Bird Photography 
4 Field Trip Old Town Alexandria Street Photography & Holiday Lights 

15 Competition Judge: Jennifer King – Theme: Fall Harvest 
22 Member’s Gallery 

Print 
Judy Graham – Memories of Greenland 

22 Member’s Gallery 
- Digital 

Bill Corbett – Travels in Postwar Cambodia & Vietnam – Part II 

22 Member’s Forum Kevin Linde – TBD 
29 No Meeting Holiday Week - Celebrate 

 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/home/events/month/
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President’s Message  
 

While some organizations might have closed the 
doors, turned off the lights and ridden out the 
pandemic, we decided to move ahead.  It meant 
developing creative solutions to new challenges, but 
thanks to the contributions of a lot of people, we are 
still meeting every week (virtually), learning from 
our speakers and judges (remotely), and sharing our 
successes (humbly). 
 
Continuing in the tradition of the excellent programs 

and activities offered in September, the month of October will bring a wealth of 
opportunities for education and inspiration.  We begin the month with a field trip to 
the Flying Circus and Hot Air Balloon Festival in Bealeton, VA.  We have been there 
several times, and we always come back with images that are hard to find anywhere 
else.   
 
Our speaker for the Programs meeting is Mollie Isaacs, who will deliver her 
presentation on Lightroom entitled, “Lightroom Unleashed”.  I have it on good 
authority that this is an amazing presentation, both for those who are new to 
Lightroom and those who have experience with it.  
 
The following week Gary Perlow will share his expertise on “Workflow from Raw to 
Print.” Gary’s presentation is designed to help you more efficiently create images you 
and others will enjoy. 
 
We will also have our first themed competition of the year.  The theme for this 
competition is “A Musician” and the judge will be Brenda Tharp.  Remember that we 
have revised the rules of competition for this year only, and have included the 
revised rules on the website.  To find them go to the Home page and select Activities 
and then Competitions.  Please review the rules carefully before you submit your 
images. 
 
We will conclude the month with two Members Galleries – one by llenia Alvarez and 
one by Kirk Johnson and a Members Forum presentation by Alan Goldstein entitled 
“Nine Days in Cuba.”   
 
I look forward to seeing you at the October meeting.  Stay safe and well. 
 
Ron Taylor 
NVPS President  
2020-2021 

http://www.nvps.org/
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From the Editor 
 
 

 I am writing this having just returned from a few days in the 
Catskills and Finger Lakes of New York State. An advantage 
of living in DC is New York does not require me to 
quarantine for 14 days. We camped on a friend’s land near a 
babbling brook in the Catskills and in a state park in 
Trumansberg. Nice to escape the big city, enjoy some fresh 
mountain air and observe leaves changing color. 
 
The 2020-2021 NVPS season is in full swing. September saw 
five fantastic Tuesday evening meetings. Yes, September was 
a five Tuesday month enabling us to listen to Lynn Cates 
teach us about photographing water.  

 
The September Field Trip to the monuments on the National Mall was a big success. 
Check out some images made by members later in the newsletter. If you couldn't 
make the field trip the mall is always open so you can just go on your own. If you 
want some tips on nighttime shooting one of our mentors can help. Just reach out.  
 
The October Field Trip takes us from nighttime to early morning. It’s a little further 
drive for most than the Mall but promises good opportunities to make impactful, fun 
images.  
 
The September FotoFax introduced a new column on photography locations “close to 
home” with David Crooks telling us about Huntley Meadows. This month David 
writes about Green Spring Gardens in Annandale. You’ve probably seen some 
members post pictures on our Facebook taken at Green Springs. David also tells us 
about his Virginia-Beltway Meetup Group.  
 
Last month we wrote about insuring your camera equipment against loss, theft or 
damage. This month we start a series on backing up your images.  
 
NVPS’s mission is to Promote the Enjoyment and Mastery of Photography. One of the 
ways this is accomplished is through our Education & Training meetings, Field Trips 
and Mentoring Program. The internet contains many good resources to help you 
advance your photography skills. And there are many guru’s offering videos and 
courses. This month I review Matt Kloskowksi’s The Photoshop System. Let me know 
if you find the review helpful. 
 
I would like to thank the people who have sent in some articles on places to 
photograph close to home and ideas on photography techniques and tips. Expect to 
see some of them in upcoming issues. 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
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Are there topics you would like to see written about in FotoFax? Would you like to 
write an article? Let me know by writing to FotoFax Editor. 
 
See you Tuesday evenings on Zoom. 
 
Stay Well & Safe, 
Sidney 

NVPS Programs 
 
Judy Graham and Tana Ebbole are NVPS’s Co-VP’s for Programs for the 2020-2021 
calendar year. Judy and Tana have been busy over the summer lining up an exciting 
slate of speakers for the coming year. In fact, they’ve lined up speakers for all but 2 
months – quite an accomplishment at this point in the year.  

October 6, 2020 – Mollie Issacs – Lightroom Unleashed 
 
Mollie Issacs will present Lightroom Unleashed to NVPS on Tuesday October 6th.  
 

Mollie Issacs is a professional photographer specializing in nature, 
wildlife, abstracts and flower photography. She runs Awake the 
Light Photo Workshops and Tours, leading educational and 
inspirational photo workshops across the country and around the 
world. Mollie loves sharing her passion for photography with 
others. 
 
Early in her career Mollie studied with Ansel Adams and Joyce 
Tenneson. Her work is in the Permanent Collection of the 

International Photography Hall of Fame. She has been exhibited at Epcot Center in 
Disney Work and Grand Central Station In New York City. Mollie is a 15-time winner 
of the Kodak Gallery Award, considered by some to be the “Oscar of Photography”. 
 
In addition to photographing nature and wildlife, Mollie is a portrait photographer. 
She is honored to have photographed many famous faces including Meryl Streep, jazz 
musician Wynton Marsalis, the late Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia, actor Gary 
Busey, former Virginia Governor L. Douglas Wilder, and many other notables and 
dignitaries.  
 
Mollie has authored a coffee table photography book plus educational photography 
e-books.  
 
Mollie lives at the Outer Banks of North Carolina and enjoys all things beachy. You 
can find her website at Awake the Light. 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
mailto:editor-2020@nvps.org.
https://awakethelight.com/
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Mollie believes Adobe Lightroom is the most powerful post-processing software 
available. It is simple to use and easy to learn, BUT often photographers find it 
complicated or confusing. Mollie’s Lightroom Unleashed  program will clear up many 
misconceptions and show us how easy, fast, and foolproof using Lightroom can be. If 
you have tried Lightroom but found it difficult or time-consuming, OR if you have 
been reluctant to use it because you thought it would be hard to learn OR if you 
erroneously thought you would have to change your entire image filing and storage 
system (which you do not) this program will help give you more confidence and 
better skills.  
 
Mollie will lead us through edits of several images to demonstrate Lightroom’s 
capabilities. This will done by demonstrating the before and after images along with 
processing workflow.  Please see some example of before and after images below. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
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November 3, 2020 – Joe Rossbach – From Ordinary to 
Extraordinary 
 

Join NVPS on Tuesday November 3rd for Joseph 
Rossbach’s talk: Make the Ordinary the Extraordinary. 
 
Joseph Rossbach’s quest as a landscape and nature 
photographer is to showcase wild, beautiful and 
unique natural locations and to use his creative vision 
to capture those landscapes in high quality and 
evocative images which inspire awe in the viewer, 

respect for the natural world and ultimately a greater appreciation of wilderness and 
wilderness preservation.  
 
Joe’s images have been published hundreds of times and he has co-authored two 
books on nature photography: The Ultimate Guide to Digital Nature Photography 
(Mountain Trail Press) and 50 Amazing Things You Must See and Do in the Greater 
D.C. Area: The Ultimate Outdoor Adventure Guide (Mountain Trail Press).  
 
Even though Joe lives in the Metro DC area, he spends an average of 180 days a year 
in the field chasing the light and leading photography workshops and tours in the US 
and abroad. He also teaches online classes on the art of nature and landscape 
photography through ShutterMonkeys. 
 
 
Then Joe will discuss what he did in the field to achieve the best composition, light 
and selection of equipment to make the image. The shot he will be presenting 
required focus stacking to achieve an angle of view not available through traditional 
means. Joe will us through the process of how to properly focus stack the image in 
camera.  
 

http://www.nvps.org/
https://www.shuttermonkeys.com/
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In this presentation, Joe will present one image only and take us on a deep dive 
into the production of the image. From planning and travel to scouting on 
location, Joe will discuss how he found a shot like this, what it takes to get there 
and how you can use tools like the Photographers Ephemeris and Google maps to 
help you be in the right place at the right time.  
 
Then Joe will discuss what he did in the field to achieve the best composition, light 
and selection of equipment to make the image. The shot he will be presenting 
required focus stacking to achieve an angle of view not available through traditional 
means. Joe will lead us through the process of how to properly focus stack the image 
in camera.  
 
After getting the shot, he will discuss processing in both Adobe Lightroom and 
Photoshop. Joe will explain how he preps the images in the raw convert, making 
changes to exposure, color and sharpening, before bringing the images into 
Photoshop to focus stack the image. Also in Photoshop, Joe will talk about how he 
uses luminosity masks and a variety of techniques including dodging and burning. 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
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December 1, 2020 – Marie Joabar – How to Shoot the Moon, 
Fireworks, Waterfalls and Snow 
 

 
Marie Joabar from the Capital Photography Center will present 
How to shoot the Moon, Fireworks, Waterfalls and Snow at 
NVPS’s December 1st program meeting.  
 
Marie Joabar has been immersed in photography and 
photography education for more than 20 years and is passionate 
about sharing her knowledge about photography, cameras and 
digital technology with others. 
 
Whether she’s teaching photography, helping one better 
understand their camera or “see” better compositions, she 

works to build one’s confidence and take away the intimidation and sense of 
overwhelming that often accompanies learning new things. She finds just the right 
way to take complicated concepts and explain them in a logical, easy to understand 
way. 
 
Marie founded Capital Photography Center in January 2012 to help those with a love 
of photography grow their skills and reach their goals - be it to capture better 
snapshots or become a professional photographer. To this end, her company offers a 
wide variety of photography classes taught by professional photographers and 
renowned photographic educators where amateurs, hobbyists and professionals can 
learn about the areas of photography suited to their interests and experience level.  
 
In addition to running her business and teaching, Marie finds time to enjoy her own 
photography and loves capturing people - both candid and posed, country 
landscapes, and dynamic cityscapes, especially at nighttime.  Her travels have given 
her the opportunity to photograph in Venice, Tuscany, London, New York and 
various other locations in the United States.  Her work can be viewed on her website 
at Marie Joabar Photographs 
 
Originally from Michigan, Marie has lived in Alexandria, Virginia (outside of 
Washington DC) for the past 30+ years with her husband.  
 
There are certain subjects that can be difficult to expose well such as the moon and 
snow. Marie will cover how to get proper exposures of each and will share tips to 
craft exciting shots of these subjects.  
 
Marie will also cover tips and techniques for capturing waterfalls as a silky flow and 
will cover the tools that make it easier to be more creative. She’ll also discuss how to 
freeze the fireworks display and capture it with multiple bursts in one frame.  
 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://capitalphotographycenter.com/
http://www.mariejoabar.com/
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NVPS Competitions 
 
The third Tuesday of each month is Competition Night. Members can submit digital 
color images and monochrome digital images into the competition. During the year 
NVPS conducts nine (9) competitions. Three competitions have themes; five (5) have 
no themes; and one (Oldies) permits images made outside the three-year limit 
applicable to the other 8 competitions (please note the change from the 2 year to 3 
year time limit was made due to the covid-19 modification made for the 2020-2021 
competitions).  
 
 
The covid-19 pandemic has forced NVPS to modify competition rules for the 2020-
2021 calendar year. Please read this article on the website to ensure you understand 
the current competition rules: NVPS COVID Competition Changes 
 
Complete completion information can be found at: NVPS Competitions. Have 
questions? Write Competition VP. 
 
  

http://www.nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/home/rules-of-competition-for-2020-2021-including-temporary-changes-due-to-covid/
http://nvps.org/home/competition/
mailto:competitions-2020@nvps.org
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October 20,2020 Themed Competition – A Musician – Judge 
by Barbara Thorp 
 
Our October themed competition A Musician will be judged by Brenda Tharp. The 
subject must be singular; it may be in a group but depth of field, processing, etc. 
should make it obvious that all attention is on one individual. Subjects are confined 
just to humans. 
 

Brenda Tharp is a self-taught fine art landscape and wildlife 
photographer, writer and speaker. Brenda lives in Sonoma 
County California. She is passionate about photography and an 
enthusiastic workshop instructor and tour leader, conducting 
workshops across the globe and in outstanding locations 

within the USA. She wrote Creative Nature & Outdoor Photography, and her latest, 
Expressive Nature Photography, and co-authored Extraordinary Everyday 
Photography. Brenda has been a keynote speaker at the B&H Optic Conference, 
Carolinas Nature Photographers Association, North American Nature Photographers 
Association, Northern California Council of Camera Clubs, and Canadian Artists and 
Photographers Association, and has presented several webinars. Her fine art 
photographs are collected by a number of people throughout the world. Brenda also 
conducts workshops for non-profit organizations, including Girls Who Click and she 
is honored to be part of Dewitt Jones’ Healing Images program. You can find out more 
at About Brenda Thorp. 
 

November 17, 2020 No Theme Competition – Judged by 
Mollie Issacs 
 
Mollie Issacs returns to NVPS to judge our November competition. 
 

Mollie Issacs is a professional photographer specializing in nature, 
wildlife, abstracts and flower photography. She runs Awake the 
Light Photo Workshops and Tours, leading educational and 
inspirational photo workshops across the country and around the 
world. Mollie loves sharing her passion for photography with 
others. 
 
Early in her career Mollie studied with Ansel Adams and Joyce 
Tenneson. Her work is in the Permanent Collection of the 

International Photography Hall of Fame. She has been exhibited at Epcot Center in 
Disney Work and Grand Central Station In New York City. Mollie is a 15-time winner 
of the Kodak Gallery Award, considered by some to be the “Oscar of Photography”. 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://www.girlswhoclick.org/
http://www.healingimages.org/
https://www.brendatharp.com/about-the-artist/
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In addition to photographing nature and wildlife, Mollie is a portrait photographer. 
She is honored to have photographed many famous faces including Meryl Streep, jazz 
musician Wynton Marsalis, the late Supreme Court justice Antonin Scalia, actor Gary 
Busey, former Virginia Governor L. Douglas Wilder, and many other notables and 
dignitaries.  
 
Mollie has authored a coffee table photography book plus educational photography 
e-books.  
 

December 15,2020 – Themed Competition – Fall Harvest – 
Judge by Jennifer King 
 
The theme for the December competition is Fall Harvest. Farms to Farmers Markets. 
A colorful time of year when produce is being farmed and sold. Land crops only, to 
reflect the colors. or work gathering and selling the fall harvest.  
 
Jennifer King will join us to judge the competition. 

 
Jennifer King is an internationally acclaimed landscape and nature 
photographer with a passion for teaching and inspiring 
photographers around the world. Jennifer draws on her fine art 
and design background to bring a fresh perspective to nature 
photography. Her ability to teach composition and inspire 
creativity is unmatched. 

 
Jennifer was named 1 of 15 Amazing Women to Follow by 500px 
 
Jennifer is the Founder of PHOTOGRAPHY for the FIGHT AGAINST BREAST 
CANCER (pfabc.org), an industry wide organization bringing together the biggest names 
in photography to raise money for breast cancer research. 
 
She is represented by the: Adobe, Singh-Ray, Prana Influencer, Think Tank 
Photo,Mindshift Gear, and Pixpa. 
 
You can find her photography, video tutorials and interviews in Outdoor Photographer 
Magazine, Outdoor Photography Guide, Camera in the Wild, Photography Talk, Smoky 
Mountains Journal of Photography, SouthxSoutheast, Our State Magazine, VIA Magazine 
and more! 
 
Jennifer speaks at many yearly photographic summits such as NANPA, CNPA, Nature 
Visions, MoNEP, and NECCC.  
 
You can find out more about Jennifer at Jennifer King Photo. 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
https://www.jenniferkingphoto.com/
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September 15, 2020 – Competition Results  
 
The NVPS 2020-2021 Competition year got off to a great start with the September 
Open Theme Competition. Many thanks to Steve Gottlieb for the nice job he did 
judging from his home in Upstate New York, about forty miles north of New York 
City. 
 
Congratulations to the award winners in the NVPS September 2020 Competition.  
 
Here’s a summary of the images submitted and awards given in the competition.  
 

Class & Category Images Submitted Number of Awards 
Novice Color 19 5 
Intermediate Color 25 7 
Advanced Color 30 8 
Novice Monochrome 16 4 
Intermediate Monochrome 23 6 
Advanced Monochrome 27 7 
 
Here are the competition results. You can view all  the winning images on the NVPS 
website at September 2020 Competition Winning Images. 
 
Award Person Image Name 

NOVICE COLOR IMAGES 

 
1st Fred Krebs Spiny Crab Spider 
2nd Bill Kang Gotcha! 
3rd Phyllis Kimmel Feeling Blue 
HM George Bradshaw Blue Angels Over Burke Centre Library 
HM George Hogeman Bravest Squirrel in New Delhi 
  

http://www.nvps.org/
https://nvps.smugmug.com/NVPSGallery/Monthly-Competition-Winners
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INTERMEDIATE COLOR IMAGES 

 
1st Len Johnson Peaceful Employment Seeker 
2nd Ed Short What’s For Dinner 
3rd Kacy Turner Some Birds Just Have It! 
HM Joan Barker The Canal 
HM Kevin Linde Colorful Butterfly 
HM Art Rose Red Dress 
HM Judy Graham Her Red Party Dress 

ADVANCED COLOR IMAGES 

 
1st Judy Guenther Gondolier Pals 
2nd Eva Lanyi Scotland Sunset 
3rd Bill Corbett Summer Hummer 
HM Clark Barker Church 
HM Wayne Guenther Ti Amo 
HM Kathryn Mohrman Allium 
HM Kimxuan Nguyen Covid-19 Love Letter 
HM Rena Schild Hummingbird Ballet 
  

http://www.nvps.org/
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NOVICE MONOCHROME IMAGES 

 
1st Gitta Smith Reflections 
2nd Colena Turner The Storm Tide 
3rd George Hogeman Fala and Friend 
HM Jennifer Kang Sunflower 

INTERMEDIATE MONOCHROME IMAGES 

 
1st Ilenia Alvarez Reflections On The Chicago Bean 
2nd Thien Nguyen Empty Sky 
3rd Eric Hansen Lurking 
HM Kacy Turner Time To Nap 
HM Judy Graham Honoring GG 
HM Valerie Short From Strength Grows Grace 
  

http://www.nvps.org/
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ADVANCED MONOCHROME IMAGES 

 
1st Mike Whelan Alien Abduction 
2nd Judy Guenther Psychedelic Mushroom 
3rd Roger Lancaster About To Bloom 
HM Rena Schild Union Station Denver 
HM Gary Perlow Dancing Silhouettes 
HM Kevin Egan I Hear You 
HM George Karamarkovich Great Egret 
 

Education & Training 
 
Jim Sinsheimer’s talk on Photoshop Layers at the September 8th meeting was well 
received. You can find his presentation at Photoshop Layers by Jim. 

October 13, 2020 – Gary Perlow– A Workflow from Raw to 
Print 
 
Gary Perlow’s October E&T presentation is titled: A Workflow from 
Raw to Print. This presentation will be an in-depth description of a 
linear logical approach to photograph editing that will take you from 
a raw file straight out of camera through Photoshop to printing.  It 
will be geared to novice and experienced users of Photoshop.  Topics 
will be discussed that will shed light on what should be done, when it 
should be done, and why it should be done.  
 
The programs used will be Bridge, Adobe Camera Raw, and 
Photoshop.  The why and wherefore of raw processing will be 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/home/september-8-2020-education-training-understanding-photoshop-layers-with-jim-sinsheimer/
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discussed in depth.  Then Gary will take a picture into Photoshop and demonstrate 
the steps to edit non-destructively and get the absolute most out of your picture to 
produce a “clean” image before taking a look at artistic effects, cropping and 
sharpening. 
 
Gary first picked up a camera about 7 years ago to photograph his daughter’s 
academic athletic events and realized the powerful effect that careful post-processing 
could have on an image.  He found that the marriage of the two, photography and 
Photoshop, brought a welcome and readily accessible outlet for creativity.  In fact, he 
enjoys post-processing at least as much as he does taking photographs.  He enjoys 
talking Photoshop, and invites anyone at NVPS at any level to discuss anything about 
post-processing with him. 
 
Gary shoots a wide variety of images aimed at producing an emotional response: 
portraits, nature, landscapes, architecture, and things.  In future, he hopes to get 
more into creative, imaginative edits and mood photography that transcend reality if 
ever so slightly.  In the 2019 Nature Visions Expo, he won best landscape, best 
wildlife, and best in show.  This past year at the club, he won the advanced digital 
photographer of the year, the advanced color prints photographer of the year, and 
the advanced versatile photographer of the year. 
 

November 10, 2020 – Kathryn Mohrman & Stan Bysshe – 
Anonymous Critique 
 

Our November E&T Tuesday will be an Anonymous Critique 
conducted by Kathryn Mohrman and Stan Bysshe.  Take this 
opportunity to get feedback on your images. Submit images 
you are using new software to process; images you like but 
feel need just a little help, or images you may consider for a 
competition. The sole purpose of anonymous critique is to 
help you grow as a photographer.  You will not be identified 
unless you choose to make comments or ask questions 
about your images.  
 
The firm deadline for image submission is 6 p.m. on 
Monday, November 2, 2020, to allow time for our 

computer team to anonymize the images and for Kathryn and Stan to review them 
before the November 10 meeting.   
 
You can submit up to three images.  Please prioritize them 
by naming them as follows: number title, where number is 
1, 2, or 3, followed by an underscore and anything you’d 
like for a title. For example, “1_Red House on the Prairie.” 
Putting the number first will allow us to sort the images so 
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that at least one image from every photographer is critiqued.  Beyond that, Kathryn 
and Stan will critique as many images as time allows. 
 
Please submit your images to critique-2020@nvps.org, sized the same as for 
competition:  jpeg images with a maximum of 1400 pixels wide and 1050 pixels high 
(vertical shots have the same 1050 pixel height requirement), sRGB workspace. We 
recommend your jpeg images be 127 pixels per inch (PPI, sometimes called dots per 
inch or DPI) or less (e.g., 127, 96 or 72 PPI) for best results on Zoom.  If you send the 
images from Mac mail, please select the “actual size” option from the “image size” 
menu in the upper right corner. 
 
Questions?  Please contact the Education and Training Coordinator, Eva Lanyi, at 
education-2020@nvps.org. 
 

Members Gallery 

 

October 27, 2020 - IIenia Alvarez -Street Photography: A 
Patchwork of Day-to-Day Images  
 
IIenia Alvarez will present her Street Photography: A Patchwork of Day-to-Day 
Images at the October 27th Member’s Gallery. 

 
Ilenia has been attracted to photography from an early age. She 
started with an old Minolta camera that belonged to her aunt. She 
would usually be the designated photographer during family trips, 
reason why she may not appear in a lot of the family photos. Ilenia 
got her first Canon DSLR camera in 2011 (which she will pass on 
to her eight-year old niece); but, it is not until later in 2016, that 

Ilenia became more interested in improving her photography technical skills. 
  
Ilenia enjoys landscape, night and long-exposure photography however travel 
photography and street photography are the dearest to her heart. The digital 
collection for this member’s gallery includes some of her favorite photos taken 
during her travels in Europe, Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East but mainly in 
Asia, from 2012 through 2019. Considering the current limitations for travel, Ilenia 
has recently purchased a macro lens, and she plans to experiment macro 
photography with various subjects at home.     
  
Ilenia joined NVPS in 2018. In the 2019-2020 club year, Ilenia was awarded Digital 
Photographer of the Year in the Novice category. 
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You are welcome to check more of Ilenia’s photography here: IIenia Photography. 
Some of her images follow. 
 
 

   
 

October 27, 2020 – Kirk Johnson – Mandala – From Ordinary 
to Extraordinary 
 
The October Member’s Gallery Print presenter will be Kirk Johnson who will present his 
Mandala – From Ordinary to Extraordinary collection of powerful images.  
 

Kirk Johnson is a seasoned photographer who has been taking digital 
photos for the past decade.  A Nikon shooter, Kirk is interested in a 
variety of subjects to include wildlife (in November 2019 he did a 
photo shoot in South Africa and Zimbabwe), architecture, street and 
urban, portrait, black-and-white, floral and abstract.  Kirk uses an 
array of post-processing tools to create his final product including 
Photoshop CS6, Topaz Studio, Photomatix, and PortraitPro. 
 
A proud member of the Northern Virginia Photographic Society 
(NVPS), Kirk has been recognized internationally, nationally, and 

locally with a variety of photographic awards including: 2019 Annual Photography Award 
(APA) – Honorable Mention for Wildlife category, 2017 International Fine Arts 
Photography Award (FAPA) – Nominee Award for Abstract photography; the 2014 Great 
American Country  (GAC) – Hunt for Americana Photo Contest – United States Southern 
Region Finalist; and numerous NVPS monthly and end-of-year competition 
awards.  Additionally, his photographs have appeared in Outdoor Photography.com, Bliss 
Magazine, twice in Shutterbug.com “Photo of the Day,” and inside the Willing Warriors 
Retreat at Bull Run (Reflecting Pond and Lincoln Memorial), and in the 2020 Burke and 
Herbert Calendar – for the month of August (Jefferson Memorial).  You can see some of 
Kirk’s photo creations on www.kirkjohnsonphotography.squarespace.com. 
 
Kirk, a retired Naval officer, lives in Alexandria, Virginia with his wife, Leslie.  
Currently, he works in Washington, D.C as a Staff Director for the federal government.   
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November 24, 2020 – Print – Jerri McDermott – Bears of 
Brook Falls 

 
 

Given a blank sheet of paper in elementary school with 
an assignment to draw something terrified Jerri as she 
could never come up with something original. Then in 
seventh grade she took the art elective which opened 
composition, rule of thirds, perspective, color wheels, 
light, shadow, and how to make something uniquely 
mine.  Since her teenage years she explored various 
forms of needlework and quilting playing with patterns 

and color combinations. All of this helped her as she took up photography seriously 
as she approached retirement from teaching and work as a school librarian. 
 

 
 
Jerri attended college at East Stroudsburg State University and worked in the 
Poconos but never really had the time or money to vacation or explore the area. 
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When a friend found a John Barkley trip to the Poconos, she signed up hoping to 
learn the basics of using a digital camera.  Though the camera she borrowed for the 
class had a broken metal piece in the view finder she was able to capture some 
interesting images, learn the essentials of a digital camera and had a blast meeting 
fellow photographers.  John suggested she deserved a better camera so she 
purchased her first digital camera, a Nikon D7000 and started visiting local parks and 
historical sites shooting whatever caught my eye.   Most years her family visited 
Williamsburg at least once a year to get away from this century. That year she 
decided not to take traditional shots but ended up shooting fences, locks, historic 
tools and small details that mean so much but are often overlooked.  Jerri was 
hooked. 
 
As she neared retirement from teaching and being a school librarian, she wanted a 
hobby that her husband Jim and she could share.  Joining NVPS gave her inspiration 
and allowed her to take photography to the next level learning processing skills, and 
other camera techniques. Jerri has since enjoyed varied field trips that pushed her 
beyond family and landscape shooting, to shooting seasonal flowers, birds, old cars, 
trains, abstract images.   
 

 
 
Inspired by all the beautiful bird images in competitions she took a class with Jim 
Clark in Chincoteague on shooting shore birds. Now Jim and Jerri visit several local 
parks getting up earlier than the birds to capture these wonderful creatures and 
other local wildlife. Moving to wildlife photography has inspired some of their 
favorite vacations to Yellowstone, both in summer and winter, to the Canadian 
Northwest, to Alaska, Maine and the Great Smokies. 
 
Jerri currently shoots with a Nikon D500 with either an 18 to 200 lens or a Tamron 
150 to 600 lens. She recently purchased a Nikon Z50 mirrorless camera with a 15 to 
50 mm and 50 to 200 mm lenses and is trying to master mirrorless shooting.  Jerri 
has been fortunate to have some of her images juried into Nature Visions and 
honored at the Waterford Fair.  
 
In 2018 Jim and Jerri were lucky enough to travel to Brooks Falls National Park in 
Alaska to shoot the annual Brown bears salmon run.  It was an awesome adventure 
being so close to these magnificent creatures.   The first thing upon reaching camp 
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the rangers gave a safety lesson on interacting in bear territory.  It is approximately a 
mile hike from camp to the viewing platforms by the falls. Trails are not just for 
people, and part of the adventure is encountering them on the trail.   
 
Jerri’s presentation images feature bears of various ages, fishing, fighting, playing and 
even relaxing. She hopes you enjoy her work.  These photos were shot with the Nikon 
D500 and the Tamron 150 to 600 mm lens.  Most, but not all, were shot with a tripod. 
 

November 24, 2020 – Digital – Lynn Cates – America the 
Beautiful 
 
Lynn became serious about photography in June 
2015. That month she began shooting RAW at a 
workshop in Acadia National Park, and she took 
Corey Hilz’ class “Lightroom in a Day” and started 
processing her images. She is passionate about 
combining her photography with her cross-country 
road trips. She loves her Nikon D850. You can view 
her work at rdtrpr.com. 
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http://rdtrpr.com/
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For the November 2020 Member’s Gallery Lynn will share grand and intimate 
landscape images from her road trips across America. She will include the national 
parks, coastlines, forests, mountains, and tiny natural jewels she encountered along 
the way.  
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December 22 – Digital – Bill Corbett – From Angkor Wat to 
Hanoi: Pre-Covid Travel In Postwar Cambodia & Vietnam – 
Part II 
 

 
Bill Corbett is a bird and travel photographer who enjoys color, action 
and texture in his pictures.  A photojournalist in college, Bill resumed 
spending serious amounts of time on photography when digital 
cameras came along.  He is a Nikon shooter who prefers a long lens 
and who uses a flash anytime he can. Bill enjoys competing his images 
at NVPS and making albums from pictures he and his wife Judy take 
on their travels.    
  

 

 
 
Bill and Judy moved three summers ago to southern Loudoun from McLean, where 
they raised their three kids.  He is still just beginning to explore the photo 
opportunities in Loudoun and west of there.   They spend most of the summer in 
Delaware, where Bill takes his camera to wildlife refuges regularly.  His main 
photography goal is to keep on doing what he’s been doing.  It is fun.  
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Bill is the secretary and a former president of Mid-Atlantic Photo Visions (formerly 
Nature Visions), a member of NVPS for the past ten or so years, and the winner of a 
small number of photography ribbons and awards from those two organizations. 
 

 
 
Bill is a retired Foreign Service officer and trade negotiator who served in 
Washington, Korea and Japan and enjoyed/suffered through more than a few travels 
to other points as a minor representative of American diplomacy.  Follow him on 
Facebook for his views on current events; he doesn’t post his pictures there.   
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December 22, 2020 - Print – Judy Graham – Memories of 
Greenland 
 

 
Judy Graham, one of NVPS’s VP for Programs, has 
been fortunate to do some amazing things in her 
life, but the week she spent in Greenland aboard 
the 100-foot schooner, the Opal, remains one at 
the top of her list. Judy’s member’s Gallery 
presentation is a compilation of photos taken on 
her journey around Scoresby Sound, located on the 
eastern side of Greenland above the Arctic Circle. 
Her photos also include a stop at a Greenlandic 

Inuit village, Ittoqqortoomitt, inhabited by approximately 400 residents and 250 sled 
dogs. Hunting whales, polar bears, seals, and musk ox (related to the goat) is still a 
way of life in this village, one of the most remote in the country. 
 
Judy has lived in the Washington, D.C. area most of her life.  She retired March 1, 
2018 after a long career in the field of human resources management for corporate 
America. Judy joined NVPS in January 2011 with the goal of meeting local 

http://www.nvps.org/


Volume 54 – No. 2                                 FOTOFAX                October 2020 
 

Copyright NVPS 2020 www.nvps.org Page  31 

photographers, doing more local photography, and learning more about the art of 
photography. Her goals have been met 10 times over! 
 
Judy is primarily drawn to photographing dramatic landscapes, often remote and 
difficult to get to. Initially her interest was in the desert southwest; however, in more 
recent years she has expanded her travel to include colder places such as Alaska, 
Patagonia, Iceland, Greenland, and the Canadian Rockies in winter. She does not let 
the cold get in her way. 
 
Judy currently shoots with a Canon 5D MK IV. For most of the photos in her 
presentation she used a Canon 100-400mmL II lens and had to handhold due to the 
motion of the boat. For those who know her, she is glued to her trusty tripod. 
 
As for the future, she has a trip planned to the Tetons in September 2020 and one to 
Arizona in November 2020. She is the happy holder of a permit to the Wave (North 
Coyote Buttes). Beyond that she has no idea.   
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

Member’s Forum 

October 27, 2020 –Alan Goldstein – Nine Days in Cuba 
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Alan Goldstein, our October Member’s Gallery 
presenter, traveled to Cuba under the guidance of 
Denise Silva and RoadRunner Photography Tours in 
January 2019. Alan and a group of five other 
photographers visited and photographed in Havana 
and about a half dozen other sights and towns. For 
photographers, Cuba is a country of marvelous 
colors, interesting people and luscious 
landscapes.  Alan will take you along on his nine-
day adventure in this gorgeous country. 
 
A member of NVPS since 2012, Alan Goldstein has 
been involved in some way or other with 
photography for the past 60 years (not bad,  

 

 
considering he's only 29!)  It all began with a science teacher instructing him on the 
art of film developing.  At that time, he was using a Kodak Brownie.  Veering off 
during his teen-age years to using a 8mm movie camera, he returned to still 
photography during his college years and while working as a reporter for his 
hometown newspaper.  
 
Alan was supposed to call in a newspaper photographer for photos, but she lived 
nearly 30 miles away, so he opted to take photos himself.  At first, he used a Polaroid 
Type 103 for photos since it made instant, crisp pictures.  But encouraged by a 
classmate and photographer, Alan got access to the college's darkroom, and 
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processed Tri-X each time he had a news event or other photo request.  This plus 
being a radio disc jockey probably contributed to his less-than-stellar GPA! 
 
After graduating from college, Alan enlisted in the Navy, becoming a Navy Journalist 
and later a Public Affairs Officer.   
 
His high school girlfriend had a Nikon SLR, and that became Alan's Holy Grail.  As a 
low-ranking Navy man, Alan scraped up the money and bought his first true SLR -- a 
Minolta SRT-101.  As he progressed up the Navy ranks, he upgraded to a Minolta 
X700. 
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Fast forward to 2003.  Alan's brother-in-law was getting married and Alan was the 
photographer.  An acquaintance who was a Nikon representative loaned Alan a D100.   
It was love at first click!  Since then, Alan has had a D100, D200, D300, D800 and now 
a D810 and a D850. He also photographs with his DJI Phantom 4 Pro+ drone that 
carries a 20-megapixel camera. 
 
Alan considers himself an advanced amateur, even though he has made more than 
five figures making pictures.   His biggest job was making progress photos of the 
deconstruction and reconstruction of the D.C. public library in Georgetown. He 
photographed the progress of the building of the African-American Museum over a 
four-year period, gratis. 
 
Retired from the Navy in 1994 and retired from Civil Service in 2011, Alan is happy 
to spend his time making images.  He loves photographing just about everything, but 
really likes night scenes and landscapes. His photos have been used for greeting 
cards by non-profits, used for proposals by environmental entities, have been used 
by sports web sites, have appeared in newspapers, including The Washington Post, a 
museum, and even hang in a gas station. 
 
Alan says he loves being a member of NVPS.  He has gained some great friends, 
enjoys the camaraderie, and has learned something new nearly every meeting. 
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November 24, 2020 –Sidney N. Stone – GoWest Road Trip 
 
As the walls of their apartment closed in on Joanna and Sidney, 
with Joanna working from home and Sidney wondering the 
streets in search of photographic opportunities, they decided 
the time was ripe for a trip to visit Jo’s brother and sister-in-law 
in Whitefish, Montana. They weren’t going to fly. They didn’t 
want to stay in hotels or motels. And using campground 
facilities was not appealing. Taking a cue from Alan Goldstein 
they decided to rent an RV and as Horace Greeley said “Go 
West”.  
 
With the concept the planning began and quickly more than a 
visit and stay in Whitefish was hatched. Jo and Sidney laid out a 
six-week odyssey west with plans to visit National Parks along 

the way. The plan took them through 13 states including stops at National Parks in 
North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and Utah.  
 
Join Sidney on November 24th as he explains the planning process, the good and not-
so-good aspects of “RV’ing it” along with a show of images made along the way.  
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Sidney has been photographing seriously since about the age of 9 starting as many 
did with a Kodak Brownie. Although he recalls taking some pictures with his father’s 
Kodak Bantam camera that used 828 film. Sidney still has that camera. His love of 
darkroom work was triggered as he watched his father develop prints in a make shift 
kitchen darkroom. He thought it was magic to see an image appear on white paper 
placed in a tray of chemicals. This love of the darkroom led to countless hours spent 
in darkrooms at his high school, college, apartment with the window covered, a 
kitchen, a converted bathroom, and basement darkrooms. 
 
One of Sidney’s particular photography loves is shooting sports. In high school and 
college is was an official school sports photographer shooting football, baseball, 
swimming, golf, basketball (nothing better than sitting on the hardwood under the 
basket!). When his son Dan became his high school’s football manager Sidney spent 
Saturday afternoons walking the sidelines and end zones snapping action shots. After 
shooting about 20 rolls of Ektachrome each game, getting it processed and scanned 
he went digital choosing Canon over Nikon. He still has his original Minolta SR-1 and 
has been recently shooting with it.  
 
Today Sidney enjoys all types of photography genres – macro, flowers, water, action, 
street, portrait and more. If a picture can be made he likes to shoot it.  
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Field Trips 
 
Your NVPS Field Trip Coordinators Tammy Tideswell and Steven Glintz have 
scheduled exciting field trips for this fall.  Field trips are an excellent way to 
experience taking photographs in enticing places in a social environment with fellow 
NVPS members. They are also a great way to expand your photographic process 
knowledge and practice, often with the help of other members. A goal of NVPS is to 
help members learn and experience the joy of photography and field trips offer many 
opportunities.  

October 3, 2020 – Flying Circus Air Show & Hot Air Balloon 
Festival 
 
Please join us on Saturday October 3rd for an exciting day at the Flying Circus 
Air Show and Hot Air Balloon Festival. The Flying Circus is the longest running 
air show in the state of Virginia featuring antique airplanes, hot air balloons, 
formation flying, aerobatics and wing walking.  
 
When:  Saturday, October 3, 2020, from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
  Rain Date – October 4, 2020 from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Where: Flying Circus Aerodrome, 5114 Ritchie Road, Bealeton, Virginia 
 
The hot air balloon launch occurs twice daily between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. and 
between  
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. The airshow runs from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. Members can 
photograph the antique planes, meet with other members, or have lunch 
between 9 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Re-entry is permitted throughout the day once 
you are ticketed. 
 
The Flying Circus is located 14 miles southeast of Warrenton, Virginia, and 22 
miles northwest of Fredericksburg, Virginia. It is off of Route 17. The circus’s 
website can be found at: Flying Circus. Here’s the location on a Google map 
Flying Circus Aerodrome. 
 
Please note cancellations due to inclement weather will be posted on the 
scrolling banner of the circus’s website. Admission fee is $15. Shady areas 
might be limited so be prepared with a hat and sunscreen. Food and beverages 
are available onsite, and outside food and drink are permitted. Restrooms are 
available. 
 
Please consider carpools with only family members or those within your 
extended “bubble”, wear masks and ensure social distancing of six (6) feet 
away from other visitors.  
   

http://www.nvps.org/
http://flyingcircusairshow.com/
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Equipment: Camera with tripod 
  Wide angle, telephoto, and standard lenses 
  Polarizers and neutral density filters  
 
We hope that you can join us! 
 
Tammy Tideswell and Steven Glintz 
Field Trip Coordinators 2020-2021 
Fieldtrips-2020@nvps.org 
 
Photographs of the Flying Circus compliments of NVPS member Kevin Egan. 
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November 14, 2020 – Great Falls National Park, Maryland 
 
Please join us in applying what we learned from September's Education and Training 
session with Lynn Cates on photographing water as we explore Great Falls, 
Maryland.   
 
The C&O tow path between the visitor center and the path to the Great Falls 
overlooks offers opportunities to capture wildlife, color, reflections, and more. 
Landscapes, details, abstracts, and more opportunities are available for what we 
hope will be peak fall season subjects. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We'll meet and greet outside the Great Falls Tavern Visitor Center restrooms. From 
there, we'll head South towards Washington, DC along the C&O tow path.  There are 
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several trails that branch off the towpath that you're welcome to explore as you 
practice your social distancing. About 0.3 miles from the Visitor's center is the 
Olmstead Island Trail that bridges the towpath to the primary overlook. Beware the 
bridge will bob up and down as pedestrians cross. It's also narrow so take care if you 
decide put a tripod down on the bridge. Anything you drop is instantly donated to the 
rocks and rapids below. Additional photographic opportunities are also available 
within another mile down the path towards Washington.  Feel free to explore. Please 
anticipate hiking on a compact gravelly path for about 1 mile or more. Bring 
comfortable hiking shoes and anticipate the cooler weather.   
 
For those unfamiliar with the area, please be advised that sections of the Billy Goat 
Trail should not be traversed (especially with expensive camera gear) unless you're 
willing to accept the risks including steep drops and large rock scrambling. Parts of 
that trail can be considered strenuous and people frequently injure themselves. Also, 
as of July 3, 2020, this trail has also been designated one way going downstream 
towards Washington. 
 
Tripods are widely accepted.  Please be mindful when staking your spot and maintain 
your social distancing.   
 

 
 
Sunrise is anticipated at 7:25 a.m. 
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Here are some equipment recommendations: 
 

• A sturdy tripod 
• Any and all glass will be useful, however if you want to pick out details of the 

falls consider a 200mm or longer lens with optional teleconverter. The 
estimates distance from the overlook to the middle of the falls is about 40 
yards.  

• Filters are optional, though a polarizer to eliminate glare may come in handy 
since you’ll be shooting perpendicular to the sunrise. Neutral density filters 
can be used to take long exposures of the falls and moving Potomac waters . 

 
When: 
Saturday, November 14, 2020 from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Rain date is Sunday, November 15, 2020 from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
Where: 
We'll assemble briefly at the Great Falls Tavern Visitor Center / restrooms adjacent 
to the parking lot. If you don't see us there, head south towards Washington, DC until 
you reach the overlook trailhead.  You're certain to run into other members. 
 
Entrance fees increased in January 2020. The current rate per car is $20. If you walk 
into the park, the cost is $10. The fee buys you a permit allowing you to reenter both 
sides of Great Falls (Maryland and Virginia) for up to seven days from the date 
issued.  America the Beautiful and Great Falls Annual pass holders gain free entry.  If 
you're on the fence about getting an America the Beautiful pass, know that the cost of 
the Great Falls Annual pass can be put towards upgrading to the America the 
Beautiful pass. 
 
Carpools are recommended to save you cash provided you can travel with others in 
your extended “bubble”. Please remember to bring a mask and anticipate wearing 
the mask while around others. Please also be patient and remain the recommended 
six feet away from other visitors.   
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We hope you can join us! 
Tammy Tideswell and Steven Glintz 
Field Trip Coordinators 2020-2021 
 
Fieldtrips-2020@nvps.org* Photographs courtesy Stan Bysshe. Additional examples 
and inspiration available on NVPS gallery. Great Falls Gallery 

 

Monuments At Night Field Trip - September 
NVPS photographers gathered on the Washington Mall in front of the Lincoln 
Memorial on Friday September 11th. The evening 
was perfect for photography. Over twelve 
members attended the event to photograph the 
U.S. Capitol dome and Washington Monument in 
the sweet light of an orange glow. We also 
photographed the Korean War Memorial, Lincoln 
Memorial, The Three Soldiers, Vietnam Women's 
Memorial, World War II Memorial, and more. 
Some members were able to capture the blue 
tower light emanating from the Pentagon in remembrance of the attack of September 
11, 2001. 
 
Below are some of the images created on this beautiful evening. 
 

  
Alan Goldstein Jack Ledgerwood 

http://www.nvps.org/
https://nvps.smugmug.com/NVPSGallery/Field-Trips/2013-2014-Field-Trips/GreatFalls/
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Bob Friedman Ken Lee 

 
 

Len Johnson Roland Fabia 

  
Steven Glintz Mike Whalen 
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Membership Dues Reminder 

September is time to renew your NVPS membership. The 2020-2021 NVPS season 
begins on Tuesday, September 1, 2020 via ZOOM with a talk by NVPS’s friend Nikhil 
Bahl. 

Early payment identifies you as an active member of NVPS and allows us to better 
serve your needs.  

Membership dues for the 2020-2021 year are as follows: 

• Individual  $55.00 
• Family  $75.00 
• Student $20.00 (must be full-time student) 

There are two forms of payment.  

• Check: Make check payable to NVPS. Please mail to our Treasurer,  
• Tom Brett, c/o NVPS, 4216 Wynnwood Drive, Annandale, VA 22003. Please 

include the membership from available on the NVPS website [nvps.org] 
[under ‘’Join“] 

• PayPal: use the link on our website: NVPS Pay Dues .  

Please note we give members who compete in monthly competitions a grace period 
to pay their dues. For those competing in the September 15th competition, the grace 
period ends October 1. Please note that awards and points received in the September 
competition will be removed for members who have not paid their dues by October 
1st. 

NVPS has two Facebook pages – one public and one private. Click here for the Public 
FB Site. If you are a NVPS member you may join the join the NVPS private group. 
Search on Northern Virginia Photographic Society Social Group or click on NVPS 
Social Facebook and request to join. Members post everything from their photos to 
interesting articles on photography to requests for recommendations. You will find 
the group informative and fun! 
 
  

http://www.nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/
http://nvps.org/home/join-nvps/
https://www.facebook.com/nvpsphoto/
https://www.facebook.com/nvpsphoto/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NVPSPhoto/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NVPSPhoto/


Volume 54 – No. 2                                 FOTOFAX                October 2020 
 

Copyright NVPS 2020 www.nvps.org Page  46 

Mentor Program 
 

  
The core mission of NVPS is to provide for the education 
and training of our members so we can all become better 
photographers. The NVPS Mentor program links highly 
proficient club members who are willing to act as mentors 
with club members who would like assistance in particular 
aspects of photography. Topics include improving 
understanding of your camera’s controls and menus; 
photographing various subjects, e.g., landscape, travel, 
nature wildlife, macro/close-up, or portraits; use of 
processing software; and, printing and matting.  We can also 
arrange for mentors to review your images and suggest 
ways they can be improved. 

  
The NVPS Mentor Program will continue along the 
lines of its current structure with Bill Millhouser 
and Stan Bysshe as co-managers. Given that NVPS 
meetings and most other Club activities will be 
virtual in nature rather than in-person this Fall, we 
will rely on the use of online tools such as Zoom or 
Face Time to facilitate the mentoring process. 
   
Please contact us at mentor-2020”at”nvps.org if you 
would like to learn from one of our mentors or 
have any questions about the program. We look 
forward to linking you with the mentor who is best 
suited to meet your needs. 
  
Thank you, 
Bill Millhouser and Stan Bysshe 
NVPS Mentor Program Co-Managers 
 
  

http://www.nvps.org/
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The Photoshop System – A Review by Sidney N. 
Stone 
Photoshop, as you know, is considered a powerhouse of photography editing tools 
for graphic artists and photographers alike. It has been around since 1987. I started 
using Photoshop in the 90’s and continue my personal education to this day.  
 
I have noticed Photoshop intimidates many photographers. They either avoid 
learning the program or simply use it in limited situations, such as removing 
distractions. While many good videos on Photoshop are available on the Internet, I’ve 
generally found them to be focused on a particular technique rather than providing 
an integrated front to back approach to understanding and learning Photoshop tools. 
 
If you want to learn Photoshop you might want to consider Matt Kloskowski’s The 
Photoshop System. Matt is a Tampa-based photography educator known for 
teaching Lightroom, Photoshop and On1. He can be found on YouTube, Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram. Check out more about him at About Matt K. 
 
I’ve watched many of Matt’s videos in the past and, at the start of the pandemic, I 
starting watching some of his free tutorials targeting cooped-up photographers like 
me! 
 
I bought his The Perfect Print Course and subsequently his The Photoshop System. 
Personally, I enjoy his teaching style and approach to image post-processing. I can 
understand his explanations! Sometimes I agree with his approach, sometimes I do 
not. But I can choose the tools/techniques that fit into my workflow.  
 
The Photoshop System is an organized approach for photographers to learn 
Photoshop from the ground up. Download the course to your computer and watch it 
using QuickTime Player or another video player. This avoids the need for an internet 
connection! Matt includes the demonstration images he uses in his course so you can 
easily follow along. The course is divided into fourteen Chapters: 
 
Chapte
r 

Title Chapter Title 

1 Start Here 8 Making Selections 
2 Photoshop Interface 9 Removing Distractions 
3 Opening Basic Tools and 

Saving 
10 Retouching Portraits 

4 Using Layers 11 Smart Object Layers 
5 Adjustment Layers 12 Camera Raw 
6 Blend Modes 13 Actions and Automation 
7 Layer Masks 14 Workflow Projects – PR for LR 

Users 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
https://mattk.com/about/
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Each Chapter contains 4 to 11 short videos (5-7 minutes each). You can watch them 
at your own pace. It is easy to jump around or re-watch a particular video that covers 
the specific technique/explanation you need learn/refresh. 
 
When I downloaded the course, I was tempted to jump around to view the topics I 
was most interested in watching. I resisted this and watched each video in sequence. 
Matt presents Photoshop in a well thought out, logical, systematic sequence. Each 
video builds on the previous video. Advantage: if you need to go back to a lesson, you 
do not need to slug through a 20-minute video to find the segment you want! 
 
BOTTOM LINE: I am very happy with my purchase of The Photoshop System. I 
believe it is a particularly good starting point for photographers who want to learn 
Photoshop and for photographers who already know a lot about Photoshop but want 
to refresh their knowledge or learn more.  
 
You can find out more here: The Photoshop System..  
 
A shot out to Georgette Grossman for review and editing this review.  

Your Image Backup Plan 
 
Last month we discussed protecting your investment in camera equipment by 
insuring it with a rider to your homeowner or rental policy or obtaining insurance 
through photography organization such as NANPA. This month we turn to protecting 
your digital assets.  
 
Digital assets include: (1) your computer’s operating system (Windows, Mac OS, 
Linux, etc.); (2) your applications (Lightroom, Photoshop, Bridge, Word, Excel, Topaz, 
Luminar, etc.); (3) configuration files associated with the operating system and 
applications (Photoshop Actions, Lightroom Presets, Word templates, browser 
bookmarks, etc.); and, of course (4) photographic images.  
 
Digital assets are stored on a disk drive. - either internal or external. An internal 
drive lives in the housing of your computer, be it a laptop or desktop. But digital 
assets can also be stored on thumb drives, CD’s, DVD’s, and the Cloud (Dropbox, 
Amazon, iCloud, etc.).  
 
Disk drives fail. Computers die (people have been know to spill coffee, water, alcohol 
on keyboards) or they just grow old and burn out.  Simply stated, you need an 
insurance plan for your digital assets. 
 
This article discusses how you can protect your images. How you decide to store and 
protect your images is an individual choice. We’ll discuss several options. Protecting 

http://www.nvps.org/
https://mattk.com/photoshopsystem/
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other digital assets such as the operating systems files, configuration files, 
documents, etc. is a topic for another time. 
 
Images are stored on a hard drive - internal or external. An internal drive resides 
inside your computer whether it is a laptop or desktop. Some desktops may have 
multiple hard drives. External drives reside outside the housing of your computer 
and can be connected to your computer using a USB cable, Wi-Fi or an Ethernet cable 
through your router (in the case of a NAS (network attached storage).  
 
Regardless of the media used to store your images you need to periodically back 
them up to secondary media device. In most cases this will be an external drive. An 
alternative would be to use a cloud-based service such as Amazon Photos, Apple 
iCloud, Dropbox, Google Photos, or Carbonite (please note this is not an exhaustive 
list). We’ll discuss using cloud based photo storage in a future article. 
 
The process to back up your images to an external drive is straightforward. You can 
simply copy the images from your “main” disk and paste them to your external 
backup disk. This process is shown in Exhibit 1. The exhibit assumes all images are 
stored under a “master” directory called My Pictures with images organized in sub-
directories under My Pictures. Your file structure probably differs slightly. But 
keeping all you images under a single “master” directory makes backup management 
fairly easy. 

 
Exhibit 1 – Simple Copy & Paste Backup 

 
Creating a backup of images stored on your computer’s hard drive is the first step to 
protect your images from a failure. Remember, “stuff” happens and your backup 
external hard drive can fail, be lost, stolen, etc. Thus a backup of the backup is 
recommended. The process to create a backup to the backup is shown in Exhibit 2. 
 

 

My Pictures 
   Colorado 2019 
    Italy 2019 
    DC 2020 
    MD 2020 

Copy & Paste  

My Pictures 
   Colorado 2019 
    Italy 2019 
    DC 2020 
    MD 2020 

Simple Copy & Paste Backup 

MY BACKUP #1 
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Exhibit 2 – Backup the Backup 

Digital cameras foster taking many images. Pixels, unlike good old film, are basically 
free – except for storage. If you do automatic bracketing you end up taking 3 or more 
images per subject. One can easily take hundreds of images in a few hours. Storing 
the images takes space. If you store images on your computer’s internal hard drive 
you can quickly use up space. One way to avoid filling up your internal drive it to 
store your images on an external hard drive. (Please note, if your internal hard drive 
fills up you can often buy and install a new internal drive until you reach the limit of a 
disk your operating system can support.) 
 
When an external hard drive fills up you simply buy another external drive. Of course 
if you do a lot of shooting you will acquire many external drives. Like using your 
internal drive you need to back up your primary external drive to multiple backup 
external drives. This is shown in Figure 3. 
 
In this article we discussed the need to protect you images by creating backups using 
external drives. We assumed the backups are done by copying the images from the 
primary drive and pasting them to the backup external drive.  
 
Creating backup drives is one step in your overall “image risk management” plan. It 
addresses protection against a hardware failure but does not address physical 

 

My Pictures 
   Colorado 2019 
    Italy 2019 
    DC 2020 
    MD 2020 

Copy & Paste 

My Pictures 
   Colorado 2019 
    Italy 2019 
    DC 2020 
    MD 2020 

Creating Multiple Backup Drives 

My Pictures 
   Colorado 2019 
    Italy 2019 
    DC 2020 
    MD 2020 

Copy &
 Paste   

MY BACKUP #1 

MY BACKUP #2 
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damage such as fire or water damage to your residence. Nor does it address theft. 
Storing one backup drive offsite at a friend/relative’s residence or using a safe 
deposit box can handle these two risks. 
 

 
Figure 3 – Backing Up Primary External Image Drive 

 
 
 
In future articles we will discuss automating the backup process and use of cloud 
storage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Primary Image Drive Backup Image Drive #1 

Backup Image Drive #2 

External Drive as Primary Image Disk 
Multiple Backup Disks 

My Pictures My Pictures 

My Pictures 
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Photography Close to Home 
 
The DMV – Washington, Maryland, Virginia – region has a wealth of interesting 
places to visit and photograph. Some are well know to most everyone while others 
are hidden gems. Long time NVPS members are familiar with many places while 
members new to the region like to get our and explore.  
 
Again this month David L. Crooks, a member of the NVPS web team, shares one of his 
favorite places – Green Spring Gardens in Annandale, VA. 
 

I had not heard of Green Spring Gardens until I moved to 
Annandale. It is a great place to visit for a quick get-away. 
Green Spring Gardens, which sits on 9.5 acres of land, is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2020.  My family 
enjoyed a picnic here in the lush green scenery of the 
Gardens. It is a favorite place for photographers and 
birders to see the hummingbirds, goldfinches, and other 
birds. 

There is the Green Spring Historic House built in 1784 
that has a museum. Between it and the Visitor’s Center is an open grassy area 
surrounded by a paved trail. On the parameter, there are several demonstration 
gardens and a gazebo. A greenhouse is attached to the Visitor’s Center with beautiful 
flowers and plants.  

A typical route begins near the far side of the Visitor’s Center. A trail starts in the 
forest down toward a bridge over a stream. Continuing on the trail, there are a couple 
of ponds with a gazebo.  Great Blue Herons and Green Herons have been sited here as 
well as dragonflies.  One of the ponds has Lotus flowers that bloom into September. 
From that point, you can walk towards the road and back to the parking 
lot.  (Excerpted from the forthcoming book: The Virginia Beltway Photography 
Meetup Group Guide Book: Places to Photograph - Around Northern Virginia 495 
Beltway, Maryland, and Washington, DC by David L. Crooks) 

 
In the 2017-2018 Year at NVPS, I won Honorable Mention 
for a photo of a Baby Gosling that was also selected for a 
People’s Choice Award at Nature Visions the same year at 
Green Spring Gardens shown below. 
 
Here's a Google map to get you to Green Spring Gardens:: 
Green Spring Gardens Map. 
 

 

http://www.nvps.org/
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Virginia-Beltway Photography Meetup 
 
On January 15, 2015, inspired by his love of wildlife photography, David Crooks 
created the Virginia Beltway Photography Meetup Group: (Virginia-Beltway 
Photography Meetup). The Group is free to join and funded with generous donations 
from its membership. It has over 2,000 members and David leads, on average, two 
photo field trips a month: approximately 200 field trips in over five years. Undaunted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, which halted the field trips for a few months, David’s 
commitment to the Photography Group forged ahead when he began to conduct 
Zoom meetings twice a month. He has led discussions on photography including how 
the pandemic has changed our photography. As the parks began to reopen, the Group 
resumed photo field trips while practicing social distancing and wearing masks.  

Besides the field trips and online discussion Meetups, the Group has a Photo A Day 
Project. It starts in January as a 365 (366 in a leap year) photo a day project. David 
noticed that not many completed the whole year. So, he created a monthly project to 
take photos each and every day for the month and posting their best photo of that 
day to the album on the Meetup website. There are about 10-15 photographers who 
participate in the project each month. It has been scientifically proven that doing a 
daily project can improve your photography skills and make you a better 
photographer. 

Member Awards 

NVPS members have been busy creating photographic images, submitting them 
to shows and getting accepted. Congratulations!   

Benito Mayo has several images in shows. She has three images 
in the Teeny Tiny Trifecta at the Second Street Gallery in 
Charlottesville. The show was curated by Kristen Chiacchia, the 
Executive Director and Chief Curator. Teeny Tiny 
Trifecta consists of three works of art by each artist in a wide 
range of styles, techniques, and mediums, all measuring 9 x 9 
inches or smaller.  Benito’s entries are Golden Boneyard, Golden 

Sunset and Sunset Kayaker.  
 
Benito’s image Lotus will be in the Charlottesville Camera Club’s exhibition at Martha 
Washington Hospital from October 6th through December 7th. The juried exhibition 
highlights images from club members and was curated by the club’s exhibition 
committee. 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://www.meetup.com/Virginia-Beltway-Photography-Meetup/
http://www.meetup.com/Virginia-Beltway-Photography-Meetup/
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Golden Sunset  Golden Boneyard 

  
Evening Kayaker Lotus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Bob Friedman’s image Black Lives Matter 
was accepted into the Art League’s 
September show.  
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Wayne Guenther's entry in the Art 
League of Alexandria October juried 
show was awarded an Honorable 
Mention.  His piece is titled "Teleported", 
was shot in the tunnel connecting the 
West and East wings of the National 
Gallery of Art. Shutter 1/5th second and 
mild zoom enhanced the existing 
movement on the "people mover".  
 

Workshop Offerings & Outside Competitions 
 
Speakers and competition judges for NVPS are offered the opportunity to have notices about 
up-coming tours and workshops in FotoFax for two years after the date of their NVPS 
program. 

Joseph Miller Abstract Exhibit  
 
The Joseph Miller Center for the Photographic Arts once again takes great pride in 
announcing its ELEVENTH ANNUAL juried abstract exhibit. All interested 
photographers are invited to submit entries for this much anticipated spring event. 
Over the years, because of the influence these exhibits have had in encouraging and 
promoting abstract photography and due to their reputation, recent JM Abstract 
Exhibits have been attracting entries from international as well as national 
photographic artists. Whereas submissions to the First Annual JM Abstract Exhibit 
had been limited to local NVACC-related clubs, many current participants come from 
photographic groups outside the Greater Washington Northern Virginia area or are 
non-affiliated independent photographic artists.   
 
The Joseph Miller Center will begin accepting entries for the upcoming ELEVENTH 
ANNUAL EXHIBIT on Saturday, December 26, 2020. 
 
The deadline for submissions will be Saturday, February 27, 2021.  
 
The show will run from Saturday May 1, 2021 through Monday May 31, 2021. 
 
A detailed PROSPECTUS containing all relevant information regarding the exhibit 
can be found on the Northern Virginia Alliance of Camera Clubs website @ 
www.NVACC.org 
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Kristi Odom & Darren Gustaveson 
 
Kristi and Darren are also passionate educators that are focused on the personal 
development of all who travel with them. Their lessons include topics ranging from voice 
development to advanced camera techniques. Through Four Corners Workshops Kristi and 
Darren are currently offering exciting adventures over the next year.  Conservation in The 
Amazon 2020: Travel to the Bolivian Amazon to learn about conservation while staying in a 
wildlife sanctuary which houses over 700 rescued animals and 60 different species. From 
there, travel to the Amazon to experience wildlife in their natural habitat and learn about 
trafficking and conservation efforts.  An Adventure Through New Zealand: Travel around 
the South Island and experience wildlife like the acrobatic dusky dolphins and the friendly 
sea lions.  Then play around with landscape photography capturing some of the most epic 
scenery in the world, to name one, the famous Milford Sound.  This adventure has a little of 
everything and a lot of photo opportunities.  Visit fourcornersworkshops.com or sign up for 
our newsletter for more information.  
 
For more information and to learn about more adventure opportunities, please visit: 
https://www.fourcornersworkshops.com/adventures 

 

Marie Joabar 
 

 

Capital Photography Center is the DC area’s top source for 
Photography Classes. Join Marie Joabar and her crew of talented 
photographers for classes In-Person or Online and take your 
photography to the next level. You can find them at Capital 
Photography Center and Online Capital Photography Center. 

 

Denise Silva 

Denise Silva has often judged and been a presenter at NVPS. She operates Road Runner 
Photography Tours. For information on their latest tours and workshops, please visit their 
web site at http://roadrunnerphotographytours.com 

Nikhil Bahl  

Nikhil Bahl was our End-of-Year judge for 2016-2017 as well as Program Speaker in 
November 2015 and November 2016. He offers a variety of workshops and coaching events. 
For more details with his latest workshop updates, visit: www.NikhilBahl.com 

Roy Sewall 

Roy Sewall was our Judge in February 2018 and was our Program speaker in May 2017. Roy 
offers both private and group instruction to novice and intermediate photographers, and in 
2014 became an instructor for the Capital Photography Center. Find out more on Roy's 
website: http://www.roysewallphotography.com/iWeb/Home.html 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://fourcornersworkshops.com/
https://capitalphotographycenter.com/
https://capitalphotographycenter.com/
https://online.capitalphotographycenter.com/
http://www.nikhilbahl.com/
http://www.roysewallphotography.com/iWeb/Home.html
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David Blecman 
David Blecman, a member of the Professional Photographers of America, is an 
internationally recognized photographer and instructor, having taught in over a dozen 
countries to photographers, models, and makeup artists. He was our judge in October 2015 
and April 2017 and a Program speaker in April 2016. David's website: http://posneg.com/ 
 

Don Rosenberger 
Don has been a regular presenter at NVPS. He started a new Meetup. Check it out at 
https://www.meetup.com/Fairfax-DC-Metro-Area-Photography-Meetup/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nvps.org/
http://posneg.com/
https://www.meetup.com/Fairfax-DC-Metro-Area-Photography-Meetup/
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