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"The aims of the Northern
Virginia Photographic Society
shall be the enjoyment, mastery,
and furtherance of photography
through cooperation, effort, and
good fellowship."

Monthly Program

All Program, Competition, and
Forum meetings start at 7:45
p.m. Workshops may start
earlier as planned.

Jan. 2 Program with Kent Mason

"8 Choices in Landscape Photography"
Kent has been teaching photography classes in Mastering the
Craft of Photography and Visual Design for the past ten years.
He sells fine art photography, has displayed his work in such
places as the National Wildlife Federation Headquarters, and
has had images published in calendars and Nature's Best
Magazine.

Kent says, "I experience a euphoric creative high when
photographing nature and landscapes. I love the natural world
and find great joy in studying or recording it with a camera.
Currently, I am doing a photographic environmental study of
an extraordinary highland environment in the Mid-Atlantic
states: the Dolly Sods Wilderness and Scenic Area that is located
in West Virginia's Monongahela National Forest, and the Bear
Rock Preserve, owned by The Nature Conservancy. For more
information on Kent Mason see http://www.photocentric.net

There will be no dinner with the speaker this month.
Scott Musson, VP Programs
smusson@mindspring.com

703-278-2828

Photographer Ruth Bernhard Dies at 101
Ruth Bernhard, a pioneering photographer best known for her
abstract images of female nudes, died Dec. 18 at her home in
San Francisco, CA at the age of 101. Ms. Bernhard created a small
but important body of work in a style marked by dramatic light-
ing, pared-down compositions and materials from everyday life.
She became known for still-life photographs as well as nudes.
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NVPS Executive Board 2006-2007
Elected Officers:

President Sam Schaen 703-560-8365
VP Programs Scott Musson 703-278-2828

VP Competitions Tom Brett 703-642-1595
Brian Payne 703-435-7343

Treasurer Fred Chitty 703-493-8530
Secretary/Historian Judy McGuire 703-978-3759

Past President Ralph Edwards 703-878-2882

Appointed Members:
FOTOFAX Editor Erwin Siegel 703-960-6726

Digital Competition Matthew Schmidt 703-975-6342
Database Mgr Bob Friedman 703-978-7937

Field Trips Paul Simmons 703-912-4862
Exhibits Camille Lamoureux 703-532-5375
Forums Mary O’Neill 703-548-8669

Workshops Bill Prosser 703-821-2670
Minnie Gallman 703-356-0856

Membership Willa Friedman 703-978-7937
Website Mgr Philip Moore 703-207-0120

Equipment Mgr Glenn Bernstein 703-455-6053
Meeting Facilities Andy Klein 703-641-0845
Members’ Gallery Sandi Croan 703-631-4181

PSA Representative Tom Hady 703-569-9395
NOVACC  Rep Corey Hilz 703-473-4618

Meadowlark Rep Willa Friedman 703-978-7937
Arts Council of FC Susan Meyers 703-354-8075

FOTOFAX is published 10 times a year from September through
June for the members of NVPS. All rights are reserved. NVPS is
a non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement of edu-
cation and enjoyment of photography. NVPS is affiliated with
the Photographic Society of America (PSA), The Arts Council of
Fairfax County (ACFC), and the Northern Virginia Alliance of
Camera Clubs (NOVACC). Reprinting an article from Fotofax
is allowed as long as credit is given to this newsletter as the source.

While NVPS’s FOTOFAX primarily serves to inform members
of  club activities, it also publishes the NOVACC events calendar
and other announcements of interest to members. FOTOFAX
encourages members to send in articles, .jpg photographs,
activities, opinions, awards won, and Letters to the Editor. The
best way to submit articles is to “e-mail” them to:
NVPSEditor@AOL.COM

NVPS is associated with:

PSA
and NOVACC
Northern Virginia Alliance of Camera Clubs

Photographic Society of America

E-Mail Addresses of Board Members

Dunn Loring Fire Station
Meeting Place This Season
We’ll be meeting in the Dunn Loring Fire Hall on Gallows
Road, in Vienna, VA for the near future. Please keep an eye
open for other possible meeting spots centrally located be-
tween Springfield and Falls Church. It would be nice if we
don’t have to pay for a meeting space. If you find a place
that is of interest please contact Andy Klein. Directions to
our current meeting place are:

Going north on Gallows Road, turn left just at the entrance
to the fire station onto Wolf Trap Road. If driving south on
Gallows Road, turn right on Wolf Trap Road. Drive about
100 feet to the back of the station and there is parking in
the lot or on the street. Entrance to the hall is from the lot at
the back of the firehouse. Please check out spots near your
home if you’re located in the areas mentioned above.

Fotofax is accompanied by occasional e-mails that pass
on information that would not be timely if it waited
until the next newsletter. These are tagged in the Sub-
ject line as “NVPS” so you can distinguish them from
junk and spam. The mass e-mail list for sending the
newsletter is the same list that is used for getting
notices to the membership. For the few with an e-mail
address who get the newsletter in hard-copy, you’ll
still receive Fotofax during the last week of the month.
You may delete it, or think about going to the online
route and dropping the hard-copy and save $15.

Sandi Croan Pashli@aol.com
Bill Prosser ProsserWM@aol.com

Minnie Gallman pggallman@verizon.net
Philip Moore pdm@pobox.com

Bob Friedman bob-f@cox.net
Willa Friedman willa-f@cox.net

Camille Lamoureux exhibits@nvps.org
Sam Schaen Schaen@mindspring.com

Scott Musson smusson@mindspring.com
Paul Simmons PWSimmons@msn.com

Tom Brett TomBrettPhoto@cox.net
Erwin Siegel NVPSEditor@aol.com

Fred Chitty ChittyFC@bp.com
Matthew Schmidt naquandary@gmail.com

Glenn Bernstein GBernstein@aol.com
Andy Klein Andrew.Klein@mercer.com

Judy McGuire JKMcGuire@cox.net
Tom Hady Thady@att.net
Corey Hilz corey@coreyhilz.com

Brian Payne BPayne45@yahoo.com
Susan Meyers Susan22041@cox.net
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Competition Reminders
New competition rules were passed on Apr. 5, 2005 and
go into effect  starting with the Sep. 2005 competition.
The new rules are available  for review on the NVPS web
site. The Competition Theme Committee chose competi-
tion themes for the next two years. These competitions
will be timed competitions, where the original  image
capture must have occurred within 2 years of the com-
petition date. Please note that extra effort has been made
by the workshop and field trip  chairpersons to coordi-
nate their activities with the upcoming competition
themes.

This year we’ll have jointly themed & timed competi-
tions. Abstracts Feb.07, and Motion on Apr. 07.

Themed Competitions in 2007
1. Abstract (Feb. 07) - Abstracts are the poetry of pho-
tography, free verse written in  color and tone, produc-
ing poem of mood, feeling, and emotion. Abstracts are
characterized by designs depicting no immediately rec-
ognizable object.

3. Motion (Apr. 07) - An image that depicts motion, ac-
tion and/or movement using  different photographic
techniques, like slow shutter speed, panning, zooming,
stop action, etc. Water may NOT be the main subject of
the competition.

For a good competition experience for all, please follow
these guidelines:

All competition submissions MUST be checked in before
7:45 PM (earlier is better) to assure your photos are in-
cluded in the competition. Mats for prints can be no larger
than 20" vertical x 40" horizontal, and must not fall apart,
or have any potential to damage other prints. The back
of the print must have your name on it, a title of the print,
and an arrowing pointing “up.” No names and titles al-
lowed on the front (none). Mark slides in the lower left
corner with an easily seen spot to indicate how the im-
age should be projected, and put your name on the back-
side of the slide mount, and a title. Refrain from making
comments & turn your cell phones off or on vibrate dur-
ing a competition class, or any other meeting. It is the
responsibility of the entrant to bring all doubtful or ques-
tionable entries to the attention of the Vice President for
Competitions before a competition begins.

Even with the addition of the Digitally Proj. Images
catagory, you still may only submit up to 2 entries in any
category. Nine members have been promoted from nov-
ice to advanced as a result of their competition success
last year; congratulations for their hard work. There re-
main 4 novice competition classes.

Tom Brett, VP Competitions

Next Competition Judge

Digital Competition Note
Please check the NVPS website for all info on the
Digital Entries on Competition night.  The images for
competition have to be delivered through the NVPS
website located at: http://nvps.org/ clicking on the
Competitions link on the left of the page, and then
clicking on the Digital Projection Competition Infor-
mation and Upload link. There are detailed
instructions on how to upload files on the website.
You can receive assistance from Phillip Moore at
pdm@pobox.com or Matthew Schmidt at
mgs@loreleistudios.com

Jan. 16 Competition with Roy Sewall
Although born in Boston, Roy Sewall lived in India,
Pakistan, Indonesia, and the Philippines from the 3rd
grade to 12th grade. His father was working with the
State Department’s Agency for International Devel-
opment teaching the host government agencies how
to make public service training films.

Roy has a BS in Physics from Case Institute of
Technology in Cleveland and a MS in Engineering
Science from Penn State. He has worked for several
major corporations that focused on defense, space,
communications, and transportation programs, and
currently is a business development consultant to soft-
ware companies.

Roy started into photography because he enjoys
traveling overseas, and taking pictures helped retain
the great memories. Over the last 30 years he has
traveled with cameras to Iceland, western and east-
ern Europe, Aruba, Costa Rica, Kenya and Tanzania.
But his own “back yard” is his favorite area of all,
and that has led to the making of a coffee-table book
in 2005 called “Our Potomac, from Great Falls through
Washington, D.C.”

The book was shot using a Nikon F5 film system;
since then Roy has switched to a Canon EOS 1Ds Mark
II digital system. Roy is a member of the Board of
Directors at North Bethesda Camera Club and chairs
the Programs and Judges Committee.

Please join us at Chili’s at 6:00 P.M. before the
Competition and inform Tom Brett.

Tom Brett
Co-VP Competitions

 <tombrettphoto@cox.net> 703 642 1595
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Field Trips

Tentative Field Trip Schedule 2007

Jan. 13  Joe Miller’s Center for Photographic Art

Jan 21    8:00 a.m. Self Improvement Field Trip*

Feb. 10 Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens

Feb. 18    8:00 a.m. Self Improvement Field Trip*

Mar. 3 St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, Alex.
(Motion themed competition for Apr. competition)

Mar. 18    8:00 a.m. Self Improvement Field Trip*

Apr. 15    8:00 a.m. Self Improvement Field Trip*

Apr. 19-22 Great Smoky Mountain National Park

May 05   Virginia State Arboretum

May 18-27 Alliance Caribbean Cruise

May 20   8:00 a.m. Self Improvement Field Trip*

* All Self Improvement Field Trips are held
at Green Spring Gardens Park

Self Improvement Field Trips
Green Spring Gardens Park, Alexandria. The remain-
ing sessions will be held on the third Sunday of the
month at 8:00 a.m. The objective is to improve our
photographic vision. We will be learning to recognize
and use the building blocks of visual design to better
our images.

Freeman Patterson’s book, “Photographing The
World Around You” (A Visual Design Workshop) will
be our reference ($14.30 at Amazon.com; also avail-
able at most bookstores). These monthly assignments
will follow the flow of Freeman’s book:

Jan. - Texture
Feb. - Perspective
Mar. - Dominance
Apr. - Proportion
May  - Rhythm

In addition, several of this year’s Workshops and/or
Forums will address the use of visual design elements
in “building” better images. As a check of how well
you have mastered the monthly assignment, Ed Funk
has offered to critique several of your images each
month. This will be a web based critique – details will
be provided later.

To get to Green Spring Gardens Park: from I-395 take
Exit 3B, Little River Turnpike West, travel 1-1/4 miles
to Braddock Road. Turn right onto Braddock Road
and drive 2/10 of a mile and then turn right onto
Witch Hazel Road. The park’s web address is
www.co.fairfax.va.us/parks/gsgp

You can sign up at club meetings, e-mail me at
pwsimmons@msn.com, or call me at 703-912-4862.
Be sure to supply your e-mail address and phone
number on the sign-up sheet so I will be able to notify
you of changes.

Paul Simmons, Field Trips Chair

Field Trip To Joe Miller’s Jan. 13
Location: Joe Miller Center for the Photographic Arts
Address: 4811 Catharpin Road, Gainesville, VA 20155
Date and Time: Jan 13th at 1:30 – 4:30 pm

Joe Miller has graciously invited us to visit his
“Center for the Photographic Arts.”  Joe will lead a
discussion about photography as art using the images
in his Permanent Collection as examples. Joe’s
collection contains images from many local photog-
raphers and those of Freeman Patterson.

Directions to Joe's “Center for the Photographic Arts”
are as follows: Head west on I-66 out of town. Off at
Exit-47B (Route 234, Sudley Road). Proceed for six
miles. Turn left onto Catharpin Road (3/4 mile after
you pass through the little village of Catharpin).
Proceed 4/10 mile to Joe’s driveway on the left. Follow
long gravel driveway to Joe's Center on the right at
top of hill. Joe's phone number is 703-754-7598.

You can sign up at club meetings, e-mail me at
pwsimmons@msn.com, or call me at 703 912 4862.
Be sure to supply your e-mail address and phone
number on the sign-up sheet so I will be able to notify
you of changes.

Paul Simmons, Field Trips Chair

Snow Policy For Meetings
In case of snowy and icy conditions, NVPS follows

the closing schedule for Fairfax County Public

Schools as announced on TV and radio stations. If

in doubt, call a Board Member.
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Workshops

Rod Planck Seminar
The Baltimore Camera Club is hosting an all day Semi-
nar by noted Nature Photographer Rod Planck. It will
be in Towson, just north of Baltimore, on March 21,
2007. Details are on the club web site (at the bottom
of the home page) - www.baltimorecameraclub.org/

Richard Fawcett, Balto CC

Murphy’s Laws of Photography
1. You are not Ansel Adams.
2. Automatic Cameras - Aren’t.
3. Auto Focus - won’t
4. No photo assignment remains unchanged after the
first day of shooting.
5. If a photo shoot goes too smoothly, then the lab
will lose the film.
6. If it’s stupid but it works, it isn’t stupid.
7. Success occurs when no one is looking, failure oc-
curs when the Client is watching.
8. The most critical roll of film is fogged.
9. Photo Assistants are essential, they give photogra-
phers someone to yell at.
10. The one item (batteries, film, and etc.) you need is
always in short  supply.
11. Interchangeable parts aren’t.
12. Long life batteries only last for a couple of rolls.
13. Weather never cooperates.
14. Everything always works in your home, every-
thing always fails on location.
15. For every action, there is an equal and opposite
criticism.
16. The newest and least experienced photographer
will usually win the Pulitizer.
17. Every instruction given to a lab, which can be
misunderstood, will be.
18. There is always a way, and it usually doesn’t work.
19. No photojournalist is well dressed.
20. No well dressed photographer is a photojournal-
ist.
21. Professional photographers are predictable; the
world is full of dangerous amateurs.
22. The nature shots invariably happen on two occa-
sions: when animals are ready and when you’re not.
23. Flash Guns  will fail as soon as you need them.
24. A clean (and dry) camera is a magnet for dust,
mud, and moisture.
25. Photo experience is something you never get un-
til just after you need it.

Art Feller

The Center For The Arts in
Manassas, Virginia Jan. 20/21
(www.center-for-the-arts.com) is offering a workshop
that is a must for creative photographers.

"The Digital Artist" Workshop by Theresa Airey,
Jan. 20 and 21, 2007 (snow date Jan. 27, 28).  Theresa
is an internationally known and published photog-
rapher and author of "Creative Photo Printmaking,"
"Creative Digital Printmaking." "Digital Photo Art,"
and the "Beginners Guide to Digital Art."

Learn about the latest in software, new techniques
and new materials to bring out the "artist within."
Theresa will demonstrate how to cross the boundaries
of photography and digital media and then combine
this hybrid form of expression with painting and
collage.

Through lecture, slide shows and demos, she will
discuss how to manipulate an image for maximum
impact and expression.

For more information and to register visit the
Center's web-site or call the Center at (703)330-2787.

Jan. 9 Workshop: Fred Chitty,
“Lighting for Portrait Photography”
Jan. 9, 7:30 P.M., at the Dunn Loring Fire Station, Fred
Chitty will discus portrait photography and using
portable flash for portraits. The workshop will
demonstrate techniques and benefits for improving
portrait photography using both single and multiple
portable flash units.

Use of simple fill reflectors, umbrellas, diffusers
and flash to color backgrounds will be demonstrated
as well. Workshop will show how relatively inexpen-
sive equipment can enhance the professionalism of
your portraits.

Nikon SB-800 flash units will be used in the work-
shop, but lessons apply to other brands as well. Those
of you with Nikon cameras may want to bring them.
You will have an opportunity to practice using Fred’s
set-up. If you have questions about the workshop,
please contact Bill Prosser (prosserwm@aol.com) or
Minnie Gallman (pggallman@verizon.net)
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ForumsMembers’ Gallery

Wayne Wolfersberger and Gerry Abbott will
be our featured photographers on  Jan. 23, 2007.

Wayne Wolfersberger - Prints
Wayne has been a member of NVPS for many years
and has been both VP for Competitions and Presi-
dent. He was a biologist with the Fish and Wildlife
Service and a high school biology teacher and has
been involved in all aspects of photography since
college. He has been teaching photography classes for
Fairfax Adult and Community Education for many
years as well as being a park ranger at Yellowstone in
the Summers. Lately, Wayne has been having his
photographs printed in calendars, magazines and
postcards. Wayne recently  started shooting digitally
but still shoots film about twenty percent of the  time.

Gerry Abbott - Digital Projection
Gerry  relocated to Northern Virginia and joined
NVPS three years ago. He has had numerous over-
seas work assignments in the oil and gas industry
which provided interesting travel opportunities.
However,  his photographic efforts had always been
limited to tourist snapshots. After joining NVPS,
Gerry has developed a much deeper interest in
photography  with the majority of his current photo-
graphic pursuits in the area of  nature and wildlife.
Gerry’s images are digitally captured in RAW format
and converted in Photoshop.

Sandi Croan, Members’ Gallery

Jan. 23 Forum Bill Prosser on "Bolivian
Festival, People and Costumes"
Bill will show images from a Bolivian Festival that he
took last Summer at the Manassas Fairgrounds. The
festival was an outrageous cacophony of colors and
sounds, where the numerous participants celebrated
the various cultural regions of Bolivia with local
costumes, dances, parading, music, and food.

In addition to showing many colorful images, Bill
will discuss which of the images might (not) be good
competition entries. He will use lessons learned from
the recent Joe Miller Competition Judging Workshop.
The meeting will start at 7:45 PM. If you have any
questions contact Mary O'Neill at 703-548-8669.

Mary O'Neill, Forums

NORTHERN VIRGINIANORTHERN VIRGINIANORTHERN VIRGINIANORTHERN VIRGINIANORTHERN VIRGINIA
Photographers of

Guests on Fairfax Public Access Channel 10 for the
following weeks during the month of January 2007
will be:
Jan 01 - Phillip Moore
Jan 08 - Ursy Potter
Jan 15 - Walt Lawrence
Jan 22 - Dennis Tarnay
Jan 29 - Ken Todack
Each program is   shown three times during the week
- Tues at 7 a.m. and Wed at 12:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Luella Murri, Host
luellamurri@aol.com

703-256-5290

Prez Sez
I hope all of you have had a wonderful holiday season.
Perhaps you got that piece of photographic equip-
ment you've been hoping for. More importantly, I
hope you have had time to spend with your friends,
family, and loved ones. Perhaps you've made some
resolutions for the new year. In addition to the usual
diet and exercise resolutions I've made faithfully (and
broken faithfully) over the past years, I've resolved
to spend more time doing photography. I've resolved
to try new things and work on improving myself.
Perhaps some of you will join me in that reolution.

For those of you who haven't been involved in
working for NVPS, a good resolution would be to vol-
unteer in 2007. We can always use additional help. If
you need some suggestions, come talk to me at one
of the meetings or send me e-mail.

I've been extremely pleased with the Board this
year. They've all been doing fabulous jobs this year
and have made my job easy. The Board will be having
it's mid-year meeting near the end of January.
Typically we discuss what we'll be doing for the rest
of the year, and talk about any purchases or rules
changes that are needed.

If you have any suggestions please talk to the
appropriate Board member or to me if you're not sure
who to talk to. Wishing you a happy and healthy new
year.

Sam Schaen, President NVPS
schaen@mindspring.com

703-560-8365
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Editor’s Last Issue in June 2007!
For sure, this will be my last season as Editor
of FOTOFAX. My last issue will be June 2007
and that will be 9 years. We want to install a
new computer  in June and learn its operat-
ing system and the new programs. With that
in mind it would be impossible to do the
newsletter at the same time.

I am interviewing a candidate to take
over the job. But this is a heads-up notice that
I will NOT be able to continue this job for
next season. I would not rule out coming
back in a few years but it takes time to set up
a new computer system.

Thank you, The Editor

Snow Policy For Meetings
In case of snowy and icy conditions, NVPS follows

the closing schedule for Fairfax County Public

Schools as announced on TV and radio stations. If

in doubt, call a Board Member.

Meadowlark Photo Expo Update
The Fifth Annual Meadowlark Photo Expo will be held
on Feb. 3 and 4 at Meadowlark Botanical Gardens in
Vienna Virginia. Last year over two thousand people vis-
ited and the event has become more popular each year.

Last year there was not enough seating and people
were turned away from the presentations. To solve this
problem, this year there will be a large heated tent for the
presentations. There will also be more space for vendors
and displays and there will be many show specials. Visit
representatives of Penn Camera  and Ace Photography,
Canon, Kodak, Nikon, Epson, Tamron, Tamrac, REI and
others.

1. This year the "People's Choice" subject at Meadowlark
Photo Expo is Butterflies. We will vote for the NVPS sub-
mission at the workshop meeting on Jan. 9. Please bring
your entry to the meeting on that date.  Visitors to Mead-
owlark Expo will select the winner.

2. Meadowlark entries will be collected by Bob and Willa
Friedman at NVPS meetings on  Jan. 2 and Jan.  9th. Please
follow the guidelines on
www.meadowlarkphotoexpo.org/main/guidance - If
you have any questions, call or e-mail Willa or Bob
Friedman at 703-978-7937 or  willa-f@cox.net

3. Tickets for the Keynote speech by George Lepp will be
available at NVPS meetings or on the Meadowlarksite
of:
http: / /www.meadowlarkphotoexpo.org/main/
registration.html - The presentation will be Friday
evening, Feb. 2 and the Tysons Corner Marriott. The price
is $15.00, after Jan. 1 it will be $20.00 and, if tickets are
still available, at the door they will be $25.00.  They are
selling quickly.

4. Everyone is invited to the reception at Meadowlark on
Saturday evening, Feb. 3 from 6-8:00 p.m.  Please RSVP
to Meadowlark before Jan. 15 if you plan to attend. The
phone number is 703-255-3631 ext. 0.  Space is limited.

5. Posters and Post cards will be available for distribu-
tion to local businesses.  Please let me know how many
you would like.

6. This event is run entirely by volunteers. We need your
help. To volunteer, please contact Willa Friedman or sign
up at the next NVPS meeting.

Willa Friedman - Willa-F@cox.net

Exhibits

Meadowlark Photo Expo will be
held on Feb. 3 & 4.

Info on Two-Sided Table Top Screen
Here is the information on the two-sided table top
screen that was used in the Dec. 12  workshop. Many
people were interested in the product so I would like
to get the word out. I checked on the table top screen
that your members were inquiring about. The source
and details are as follows:
Porter's Camera Store, Inc.
Box 628
Cedar Falls, IA 50613-9986
Phone: 1-800-553-2001
E-mail: www.porters.com
The screens are listed as table top projection screens
18 X 18  Item # 490210  $40.99
24 X 24  Item # 490211  $49.99
I bought my screen years ago and the prices have gone
up considerably. I hope that this information will
satisfy the inquiries. I think that the evening was a
success and thank you again for inviting me.

Minnie Gallman, Workshops
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Digital Projection Competition
Now that we have our first official digital projection
competition under our belts, I'd like to congratulate
all of the winners, and thank everyone for all of the
positive feedback about the presentation.  I apologize
for forgetting to show the names and titles of the
winning images for the  Advanced competition.

I would like to take this opportunity to make a
couple of recommendations for those that wish to
compete, based on my experiences from the upload,
competition and judging.

By far the most common uploading problem that
we had was with portrait images. Portrait images
cannot be taller than 768 pixels and will take up far
less of the screen than a landscape image when they
are projected. If a standard 1024 x 768 landscape image
is rotated to be a portrait image, its dimensions
would need to be reduced to 576 x 768.  As you can
see, that is approximately half the size of it's original
landscape format.

You should not feel constrained to meet the maxi-
mum image dimensions. If you have an image that is
700 x 700, don't feel obligated to provide a border.
The competition software automatically centers
images and fills the surrounding area with black.  If
you want a border, feel free to put one on your im-
age, just remember that the total image size, includ-
ing the border, cannot exceed 1024 pixels wide or 768
pixels high.  The closer you can get to the maximum
dimensions though, the larger your image will be for
the judge.

I'd also like to say thanks to Phillip Moore for
developing the web form that validates these dimen-
sions as you upload, saving me a lot of heartache on
Monday mornings. Phillip has done additional work
to make the error messages more explicit, separating
the horizontal and vertical dimensions so that you
will know which one is over the limit. Feel free to e-
mail me at mgs@loreleistudios.com or call me at
703.975.6342 if you are having any issues with resizing
or uploading images for the competition, or even if
you have general digital image editing questions.

Matthew G. Schmidt
www.loreleistudios.com

703.975.6342Note:
The Editor suggests you xerox and save this article
for future competition use.

Competition Results

December 2006 Judge: Jim Steele

Novice Monochrome:
1st Willa Friedman Stairway
2nd Camille Lamoureux B & W Chrome

Advanced Monochrome:
1st Chuck Bress Triple Cross
2nd Bill Prosser Pool With Fountain
3rd Pat Bress Woman & Hope

Novice Color Prints:
1st Dan Feighery Ladies View
2nd Emi Wallace Looking to Sea
3rd Bob Friedman Wyoming Pond
HM Sandrah Pederson Canale
HM John Quigley Afternoon Break

Advanced Color Prints:
1st John Dexter East Wing
2nd Scott Musson Steps in the Snow
3rd Evelyn Kuniyoshi Red Inside
HM Scott Musson Epcot Fountain
HM Minnie Gallman Fall Reflections

Enhanced Prints:
1st Seiji Kuniyoshi Flying Cupid
2nd Kip Platto Carved Flower
3rd Ed Funk Orchid Close-Up

Novice Slides: No entries, no competition

Advanced Slides:
1st Chuck Bress Break Time
2nd Tom Brett Avista Circle
3rd Ed Funk Blue Truck
HM Judy McGuire Tumacaeori Ruin

Novice Digitally Projected Images:
1st Emi Wallace Tabb Creek Dock
2nd Susan Breen Canal Living
3rd Laura Howell Gazebo
HM Bill Van Holle Cassis Sunset
HM Camille Lamoureux Zinnia
HM David Mosher Dolly Sod Sunrise
HM Sharon Kennedy Meadowlark Butterfly

Advanced Digitally Projected Images:
1st Bill Prosser Fence Line
2nd Scott Musson Vacation View
3rd Phillip Moore Simatai Great Wall
HM Ed Knepley Christmas Cactus
HM Kip Platto Electric Blue
HM Kip Platto Luminous Monarch
HM Ralph Edwards Teton Fall Reflections
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• For Sale - Studio Dynamic dark blue backdrop for
shooting portraits. It’s 7x7 foot, excellent condition,
and has the two stands and pole to hold it. $350
takes all. Also: Nikon Teleconverter 2X TC200 for
older non autofocus Nikon lenses, $150. Contact:
Erwin Siegel at 703-960-6726.

• For Sale - NIKON D70 body, NIKKOR AF-S VR
24-120mm f/3.5-5.6 G IF-ED zoom lens, the
following NIKON accessories: rechargeable EN-
EL3 battery,  MH-18 Quick Charger, MS-D70
holder for CR2 batteries, camera strap, EH-5 AC
adapter/charger, SC-17 remote flash
cord, case for D70-with 24-120 or
shorter lens mounted, ML-L3 IR re-
mote controller, video and USB
cables, instruction manuals, original
boxes, and second EN-EL3 battery,
256 MB Lexar 16x CF card.

Thom Hogan's "Complete Guide to NIKON D70"
CD plus authorized, bound hard copy, Stroboframe
Pro-RL rotary link flash bracket with body plate
for D70 and flash cord plate for SC-17, Kirk right
angle plate to fit Swiss-Arca style clamp, and
Hoodman LCD hood for D70 monitor. All are in
9+ condition. Will not divide. $999 firm.

Also, a Vivitar 283 flash with off-camera bracket
& handle, sync cord, diffusers, bounce card, filters,
and AC adapter.  All in 8 or 9 condition. $50 firm.
Steve Taub, 703 534-8051 or staub@gmu.edu

• Nikkor 105mm f/2.8D AF macro lens. Mint condi-
tion with original box. US  made (not  import) $395,
Sandi Croan, 703-631-4181; pashli@aol.com

• For Sale - Panasonic Digital Camera DMC-TZ1.  5
Megapixels, 10X Optical Zoom (35-350mm), 3-5fps
in Burst Mode, ISO 80-1600, Built-In Flash, Expo-
sure Compensation, Image Stabilization, White
Balance, Microphone for Motion Pictures, JPEG
Exif 2.2 Standard/NTSC/PAL, 2.5"LCD.  With ex-
tra battery, SD memory card and carrying case.
Four months old, used once. Will make a fine gift.
$275. Call Dale Williams at 703-437-1734, or e-mail
to fdwcon@att.net

For Sale Items NOVACC - The Alliance
Loudoun Photography Club
Contact: Lisa Duncan at (703) 725-2931 or
LoudounPhotoClub@cox.net.
Website:  http://www.loudounphoto.org
Meetings are held on the 2nd & 4th Thursdays at 7:00 pm at the
Eastern Loudoun (Cascades) Regional Library or as indicated.

Manassas Warrenton Camera Club
Contact: Gene Welles (703) 330-5835 or ewellsjr@verizon.net
Website:  <http://www.mwcc-photo.org/>
Meetings: Held on the 1st and 3rd Thur. at 7:30 pm, Manassas City
Hall, Old Town Manassas.
Program:   James Bailey, speaker.
Competition:   Macro.  Judge, Wayne Wolfersberger.
Workshop:  None scheduled.
Field Trip:  Indoor shooting, possibly National Cathedral.  Date to
be announced.

McLean Photography Club
Contact: Bruce Copping at (703) 725-9331 or bcopping@gmail.com
Website: http://www.mcleanphoto.org
Meetings:  Held on the 2nd Wed. at 7:30 pm (meet & greet at 7:15
pm), at the McLean Community Center, or as indicated.
Program:  Jan. 10, 2007, David Luria will present "Washington, DC
- Photographers Paradise" about all the great opportunities there
are in the DC area.
Competition:  Next ones are Feb. and Mar.
Workshop: None, Field Trip: None

Reston Photographic Society
Contact: Ellis Rosenberg at 703-855-4008 or erosenberg@cox.net
Website: http://www.leagueofrestonartists.org
Meetings:  Held the 3rd Tuesday of the month 7:30-10:30 pm at the
Reston Community Ctr. - Lake Anne
Program:   On Tuesday Jan 9th Charles Neenan presents a pro-
gram titled "MORPHING MUNDANE INTO ABSTRACT" ( Please
note new location @ Lake Anne for this meeting)
Competition: We will also be collecting images for the Meadow-
lark Expo. and selecting the butterfly image for the people's choice
award entry.

Vienna Photographic Society
Contact: John Connell at (703) 352-8790 or john@johnsfineart.com
or Warren
Standley at (703) 979-3838 or editor@vps-va.org .
Website: http://www.vps-va.org
Meetings:  Held on the 1st and 3rd Wed. at 7:30 pm in the main
lecture hall of the Thoreau Middle School, 2505 Cedar Lane, Vienna,
VA.
Program: 7:30 pm on Wednesday, Jan 3. "New Digital Cameras"
presented by Melanie Otto. digital camera specialist at Penn Cam-
era; wedding and event photographer; frequent guest on Kojo
Naandi's WAMU Tech Tuesday.
Competition: 7:30 pm on Wednesday, Jan 17. un-themed competi-
tion with judge Marcia Feuerstein.
Field Trip: 9:00 am on Saturday, Jan 20. Library of Congress and
the Eastern Market. for more information, see the VPS web site or
contact Mary Jane Fish
at maryjane.fish@verizonbusiness.com or Dennis Tarnay at
dtarnay@urban-ltd.com
Forum:  7:30 pm on Wednesday, Jan 31.
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“Cambodia Images by Bob Tetro, NVPS”

COLORS
different ideas



Northern Virginia Photographic Society Page 11

Fotofax Newsletter January 2007

We found these two
pages on the Internet.
We thought the techni-
cal information on the
event was of serious
interest. It explains
what all happened and
why from a physical
standpoint.



Northern Virginia Photographic Society Page 12

Fotofax Newsletter January 2007



Northern Virginia Photographic Society Page 13

Fotofax Newsletter January 2007

the
Nostalgia
Movie Posters
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“Art is science made clear…Jeaqn Cocteau”

“No place is boring, if you’ve had a good
night’s sleep and have a pocket full of un-
exposed film…Robert Adams”

“Light is my inspiration, my paint and
brush. It is as vital as the model herself.
Profoundly significant, it caresses the
essential superlative curves and lines. Light
I acknowledge as the energy upon which all
life on this planet depends…Ruth
Bernhard”

“Photograph and engage life as though it is
very short. It is—as you will learn when you
see how quickly the next ten years go
by…Brooks Jensen”

“The worst technical problem of all is an
unknown hair stuck inside the camera at the
film plane…Brooks Jensen”

“It is much harder to make a good black and
white photograph  than a color
one…Brooks Jensen”

“Even after the most careful and meticulous
metering and exposure calculations, it is
still a good idea to bracket…Brooks Jensen”

“If someone made a $40 cable release, I’d
buy one. No, I’d buy two—one for
backup…Brooks Jensen”

“Taking meticulous field notes is a waste
of time unless you are fully committed to
review them later…Brooks Jensen”

“The hardest thing to do in photography,
as in life, is to make a commitment…Brooks
Jensen”

Quotes by Photographer
Brooks Jensen & Others
“Ninety-eight percent of all photographs can
be improved by getting closer to the subject.
Telephoto lenses are NOT the answer.”

“Duracell and Kodak financed the research
and development of the motor-drive. Very
few photographers, with the exception of
sports photographers, need one. They sure do
sound neat, though.”

“Every piece of gear you will ever own will
be a compromise between what you need and
what you can afford.”

“A full 30% of your best photographs will
be lucky accidents.”

“It’s better to photograph with the camera
you own than to wait for the camera you
want”

“Photographic technique is easy to master,
but lack of it is an incredibly handy excuse
for poor work.”

“To think that one specific kind of equipment
makes better photographs misses the point.
Better photographers make better photo-
graphs. Equipment is never the answer to
producing great work.”

“A well-tested and intelligently employed
used lens is better than an untested, new and
expensive one.”

“Manufacturer’s ASA/ISO ratings are mean-
ingless and quite often laughable.”
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“What Photographic Judges
Look For”
Most photographers agree that the impact of the first
impression is the most essential aspect of a quality
print or slide. If the first impression is a fleeting one,
the impact is through novelty rather than solid quality.
Judging photography is a subjective act, with personal
preferences supported by a judge’s knowledge.

Attempting to discern a particular judge’s personal
preferences is futile. It is possible, however, to show
the standards judges use to formulate their opinions.
In order of importance, these elements with brief
definitions are:

IMPACT invokes a first impression opinion from a
judge. It is the aspect of the photograph that holds a
judge’s attention and commands him to look further.
Impact stands at the top of this list because of its
umbrella coverage; many other elements have the
opportunity to create impact.

CREATIVITY is the photographer’s invention and
design skills at work. It is the element that transfers
imagination and feeling from the creator to the viewer,
lifting the photograph into the realm of art.

STYLE distinguishes one photo from another in a
manner that is real, not contrived. It expresses a
photographer’s individuality.

COMPOSITION divides a photograph into a
successful arrangement of subject matter. It creates a
harmonious rhythm in the photograph through
symmetry and repetition.

PRINT PRESENTATION addresses the choices made
in cropping, matting and mounting that enhance a
photograph. It dares a photographer to be different
in either a dynamic or traditional format.

COLOR BALANCE weighs the use of
complementary colors (dark against light, strong
against weak) and how these are incorporated into
the subject matter of the photograph.

CENTER OF INTEREST leads the viewers through
a photograph without unnecessary distractions. It
identifies a dominant component that gives strength
and definition to a photograph. The center of interest
should always be the focal point of, and supported
by, secondary objects.

LIGHTING illuminates the characteristics, mood and
statement of the subject matter. The correct quality of
light stems from proper exposure.

SUBJECT MATTER is the appropriateness of the
subject for the total interpretation of the photograph.

PRINT QUALITY comprises the levels of contrast,
color, lighting, angles and other elements that make a
statement for the photo.

TECHNIQUE is the foundation of photography
which intermingles with a photographer’s knowledge
of art principles. It takes abstract ideas and makes
them concrete.

STORY TELLING achieves the photos narrative
purpose. It builds an emotional response that
challenges a viewer’s imagination.

While photographs incorporating a majority of these
elements will most likely be guaranteed top placement
in a competition, producing these elements can be
difficult. That’s the case if the photographer does not
view his work objectively. Photographers get too
emotionally involved with the photograph. Let some
others view the photograph before entering it in a
competition. While another person might not have the
expertise, their first impression can lead to valuable
insight otherwise not known. And, remember, first
impressions are everything.

Note on New TV Sets
The Federal Government has told the broadcast
industry that it must turn OFF its analog over-the-air
signals by Feb. 17, 2009. Analog set owners who get
their signals from cable or satellite hookups will not
be affected. But those who receive their signals via
antenna will need to buy a digital-to-analog converter
to watch programs.

Gift Certificates for Speakers & Judges
Gift certificates to Penn Camera in the amount of $50
have been acquired for our speakers and judges for
the NVPS club year of  2006-07. Penn Camera (through
our friend Craig Wineman, manager of the Tyson's
Penn store) was gracious enough to provide a
discount in support of our membership and our
activities. If the Competitions Chair and the
Presentations Chairs would see Andy Klein he has
the certificates.

Andy Klein, Facilities
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Note on E-mails:
For those who get a snail-mailing  of the newsletter
for the additional $15 fee: if we don’t have an e-mail
address on you, then you’re NOT getting last minute
notices, and cancellations of events. Since the online
newsletter comes off the master list of names, you’d
also receive it but could delete it if you don’t wish to
have it. The hard-copy would STILL come in the mail.
We’d like to encourage you to switch to the online
version, save the $15 and receive it sooner than the
mailed ones. The online version has many graphics
and photos in color. Xeroxing of them entails one trip
to the printer that would be nice to eliminate.

Note on Print and Slide Titles:
Many members will label a print or slide with a very
long title and in printing it WILL NOT fit within the
text column even in a small 9 pt. type. The Editor then
has to shorten the title. If you would put shorter titles
on the entries we would not have to shorten them.

Note on the NVPS
Database, Please READ:
As Editor we have also been taking care of the mem-
bership database. We used the database to generate
e-mail names and also the Membership Directory.

Bob Friedman will now be taking over the du-
ties of the Database. Therefore, when you now have
changes to make in the database of your home ad-
dress, phone numbers for home, work, and fax, you’ll
NOW be sending that info to Bob Friedman by e-
mail or by phone. Bob will also generate the
Membership Directory in December of each year, or
you may ask him for one as needed.

His e-mail address is: bob-f@cox.net and his
home phone is: 703-978-7937. As Editor we will still
be sending out the newsletter from the updated info
you provide to him.

THE MENTORS Program
The following NVPS members have volunteered to
serve as mentors to help us all become more proficient
in particular areas of photography. If you are having a
problem in a particular area or just want advice (e.g.,
What film should I use? What’s a good lens for this type
of photography?) give them a call. They’ll be happy to
help.

Digital Darkroom - Bill Prosser 703-821-2670
Digital Darkroom - Mary Ann Setton 571-431-7688
B&W Printing - Tom Hady 703-569-9395
Color Prints from Slides - Frank Mertes 703-620-9382
Infrared Photography - Carla Steckley 703-476-6016
Polaroid Transfers - Zanne Tillman 703-461-0369
Color Slides - Sherwin Kaplan 703-941-1145

 If there are any other people who would like to add
their names and a specialty item, contact the Editor.
This gives  new members  a chance to get answers to
their questions.

For Help

Digital Competition Note
Please check the NVPS website for all info on the Digital
Entries on Competition night.  The images for competition
have to be delivered through the NVPS website located at:
http://nvps.org/ clicking on the Competitions link on the
left of the page, and then clicking on the Digital Projection
Competition Information and Upload link. There are
detailed instructions on how to upload files on the website.
You can receive assistance from Phillip Moore at
pdm@pobox.com or Matthew Schmidt at
mgs@loreleistudios.com

Note for those of you using
hotmail.com
yahoo.com
gmail.com
juno.com
As I received too much spam and junk mail
from the above ISPs I’ve had to block mail
from these accounts. If any member is using
these domains and needs to e-mail this
Editor let me give you a procedure. First
phone me and leave a message and I’ll have
you use another e-mail address. It is
ErwinEAS@aol.com - What I have to do is
add your address to the OK mailing list
before you can get thru to this one. A simple
phone call will make it happen.
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NOTE on Downloading Fotofax:
When having problems downloading the pdf of the
newsletter for Windows users:

Go to : Tools, Options, Security, where you might see
a "Do Not Open - May Contain Virus" which was
checked. Uncheck it and now everything should work
fine.

Hard Copy Mailing Increase
At the January 2005 Board meeting the Board voted
an increase on the hard-copy mailing of Fotofax from
to $15 to cover increased xeroxing and postage. It cur-
rently costs $ 1.60 to xerox and mail  each newsletter
to 12 people. This increase is effective on new dues.
We’d would like to encourage anyone who receives
the newsletter in hard-copy to consider receiving it
by e-mail. If you have a computer it is NOT difficult
to receive it in PDF file format. All you need is the
Adobe Acrobat Reader to open it, and that is FREE,
and comes with many new computers or you may
download it from the site of www.adobe.com

Please!

During all NVPS meetings please
TURN OFF all cell phones or put them
on vibrate/no ringer. This is very rude
and annoying for phones to be
ringing during a presentation.

NVPS Chairpersons who send material
to the Editor should also send it to our
NOVACC contact: Corey Hilz and to
the Website Mgr Philip Moore at the
SAME TIME. Chairpersons are: VP
Programs, VP Competitions (judges
name), Workshops person, Field Trips
person, Forums person, and Members’
Gallery. Corey’s e-mail address is:
corey@coreyhilz.com - Philip Moore’s e-
mail address is: pdm@pobox.com - Please
do not “BCC” (blind carbon-copy any-
one). Only use the “send to” at each
addressee so we’ll know it was sent.

Editor

Pick up a set of binoculars and use
them to better see the print com-
petition. From the back of the
room, you’ll be “right up front”
on competition night.

Editor

How To Mark Your Slides For
Competitions With Dot In Lower
Left Corner As Viewed

If you’ve become troubled by the dwindling number
of slide entries at your camera club, upset by the
demise of unmanipulated images in your photo-
graphic life or saddened by the disappearing
discipline necessary to create and capture images
in-camera, then worry no more! Your concerns and
complaints have been heard, and help is on the way!
Find relief, encouragement and shared interests in a
newly formed all-slide (no prints) support group.

 Meetings are on the First Monday of every month
from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. at the Joseph Miller Center for
the Photographic Arts. For further information/ques-
tions, please contact Joe Miller at: furnfoto@ aol.com
or phone (703) 754-7598.

Slide Film Photography
Support Group by Joe Miller
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Erwin A. Siegel - Fotofax Editor
5840 Cameron Run Terrace #903
Alexandria, Virginia 22303
703-960-6726
e-mail: NVPSEditor@aol.com

NVPS website: www.nvps.org

First Class Mail

• “The Streets of New York: American Photographs
From the Collection 1938-1958” - Now through Jan.
15; about 70 photographs by 20 prominent artists
look at New York’s street life, from bars and
nightclubs to Coney Island and Manhattan. At the
National Gallery of Art, West Bldg, Fourth Street
and Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
FREE. 202-737-4215.

• Wanted: Photos From Your Secreet Stash” - For
its upcoming show, “Photo ‘07: Photographs You Have
Taken Over the Last 75 Years.” The Ellipse Arts Center
is putting out a call for submissions from photog-
raphers based in Virginia, MD, and Washington,
D.C.. The juror is Frank Hallam Day, a photogra-
pher and writer for Photo Review. Submissions due
Jan. 10, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. Applications are online at:
www.arlingtonarts.org/ellipsartscenter.htm - The
show runs Jan. 26 - Mar. 10 at 4350 N. Fairfax Drive,
Arlington, VA. 703-228-7710 for info.

Things To Do

For Insect Photographers:

www.bugguide.net

The site is by Iowa State University. You can
load images onto their site and people will
help identify the particular species. The site
has helped me with many photos.

Fred Siskind NVPS


